OVERVIEW OF THE COMMUNITY
The mother tongue Bhadralium is spoken by the community living in an area known as Tipri village in district Doda. Tipri is located approximately 40 km from Doda. It is perched on a rocky slope accessed by a very difficult road from the township of Thathri, located about 25 to 30 km from Doda. Neighboring villages include /zadaːnuː/, /chibaː/, /dabraːnuː/, and /bãdikra/. According to the Sarpanch of the village the population of the village is about six thousand and forty percent of it speak Bhaderwahi. This did not appear to be borne out by what was observed. There were no more than three hundred households in the entire village with over ten members in each of them. This places the estimate of the population around three thousand. Out of these only about 40 to 50 households (almost all of which occur in a single cluster near the entry of the village by a rough road) speak Bhadralium as their mother tongue placing their population at about five hundred.
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Aerial View
Three languages are spoken in Tipri: Urdu, Badherwahi (Bhadralium), and Kashmiri, with Kashmiri functioning as lingua franca. The Muslims speak Kashmiri among themselves and with the Hindus. They know little Bhadralium. The Hindu population has Bhadralium as its language, but use Kashmiri as well when interacting with the Muslims. This association of Kashmiri with the Muslim community and of a different language (in this case, Bhadralium) with the neighboring Hindu community is an interesting phenomenon prevalent throughout the mountains around Doda. In fact, to the Hindu community in a village the denotation of the term ‘Kashmiri’ includes both the language and the religion of the neighboring community.  

Bhadhralium has no written texts, but quite a bit of folklore and folk songs.

ORIGIN
As far as the origin of the community is concerned, one of the informants, named Bhod Raj Sharma, claimed that they were originally the inhabitants of Rainawari, Srinagar. To escape the tyranny of the Mughal rulers of the valley, they migrated to Kishtawar and from there a man named Ramanand migrated along with his family to the place now called as Tipri due to some hostility there. He is the progenitor of the community. But this account of the origin of the community does not have any documentary evidence.

RELIGION

The religion of the community appears to be Shaivite Hinduism. The statues of lord Shiva and goddess Parvati are the most prevalent ones.  The symbols of Trishul, snake and Om are prominent. These symbols are found round the doorways of houses, temples and shrines. The pictures and symbols of other gods and goddesses like Shakti or ShairoWali Mata and Lord Ganesha are also found but are not as prevalent as the statues, pictures and symbols of Shiva and Parvati.

PLACES OF WORSHIP
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Temple in the middle of the community

There is a small temple dedicated to the worship of lord Shiva and goddess Parvati in the middle of the community.

There is a field above the village. At the edge of this field is a small shrine that houses a bunch of Trishuls and iron rods with snake heads. It has snakes painted on both sides of the opening which is towards the settlement. This shrine is called as /bi:rmandir/ (the shrine of the/ biːr/) by the community. The shrine is always located under a tree which has religious significance, called /biːrbalkiːv/ (the tree of the /biːr/). The shrine and the main village temple are painted pink and the above mentioned symbols are painted brown on this pink background. There is also a worn flat rock near the shrine with a Trishul carved into it.
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The Shrine at the edge of the village common.
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The worn flat rock near the shrine with a Trishul carved into it.
SETTLEMENT PATTERN
Houses are arranged mainly in three clusters: one located below the road and two above it. The first cluster encountered is above the road and belongs to the Hindu community.  The cluster below the road belongs to a community of poorMuslim leather workers considered below their station by the other two communities. The cluster of houses directly above the leather-worker community belongs to a community of well-to-do Muslims. In addition to the three main clusters there are some houses which are located in a scattered manner some of which belong to the Hindus and some to the Muslims. It is the first community that is the focus of this study.
 STRUCTURE OF HOUSES
The houses are adobe type one-storey shabby structures built close together one the mountain slope with a little kitchen garden here and there. They are juxtaposed so that one can simply walk onto the roof of a house from the yard of a house immediately above. The houses are made of bricks (baked or unbaked) or flat stones and clay or mortar.  The roofs were either concrete or wooden with a foot thick layer of clay covering them.
[image: image5.jpg]



A typical house

The houses are entered through a wooden doorway leading into a small hallway. There is an Om symbol above the lintel of the door along with some artifacts engraved with shubha Lakshmi symbols hanging on the door. Some doors are carved. Some are decorated with painting while others with painted carving. The carving on the wooden door is simple and geometrical consisting mainly of parallel indentations which may be long-- tracing the length or breadth of a panel, jamb or lintel—or short-- arranged at an angle to the vertical or horizontal members of the door frame.
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The main door of a house.
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The door with ShubLakhsmi and an Om symbols.
 At the other end of the hallway is the /kotha:r/ (a large wooden  box like structure used to store  grain). It reaches right up to the ceiling of the hallway with a small opening at the bottom which can be opened and closed by a small wooden shutter. This shutter is rectangular and can be raised with a triangular handle. 
[image: image8.jpg]



Kothar (/kɔːthaːr/).
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The small opening at the bottom of a Kothar with the wooden shutter
There are two rooms on each side of the hallway. Out of the two rooms facing each other at the end farthest from the entry, one is a kitchen and the other a store. The remaining two rooms facing each other near the entry are bedrooms. Inside the kitchen, there is a little shrine housed in a niche where the statues and framed pictures of gods and goddesses are kept.
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The shrine inside the kitchen

The kitchen has crude shelves for utensils and a wicker basket hanging from the ceiling to keep the food items which are not perishable such as pulses. The floor is almost bare, with a small circular straw made placed near a choolah made of clay. The smoke of this choolah escapes through a chimney built into the wall.
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Choolah

 A corner of the kitchen is reserved for washing utensils. 

CULTURAL CONTEXT
The vocabulary items like /uɡɡuː/ (the vent of the kitchen chimney on the roof covered with a flat piece of stone resting on two similar but vertical pieces of stone) and /kɔːthaːr/ (a large wooden box like structure used to store grain) are used in almost all the languages throughout the mountains round Doda and the structures themselves remain the same. Moreover, there is a typical structure used to store hay, dry grass, dry corn stalks and the like throughout the mountains round Doda. This structure consists of a parallel vertical set of poles topped with a roof made of hay or dried corn stalks. The hay, dried corn stalks and the like are stacked between the poles. A conical structure made of ropes woven out of hay used to carry fire wood, twigs, dry grass and the like is also prevalent throughout the rural areas of Doda. The above indicates a common composite culture of which the community is a part. Furthermore, all the languages including that of the community under investigation occur in close proximity to Kashmiri.
However, some of the houses built recently have partially or completely different internal and external structures which reflect the outside influence on the community.
The cowsheds are built on a lower level than the house. The cowsheds are made of stones held together by clay. As one enters a cowshed the half towards the opposite wall is demarcated by a series of vertically arranged parallel wooden stakes held together by two long and horizontal pieces of timber, one at the bottom and one at the top. This is where the cattle are kept, tied to the above mentioned wooden stakes. 
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Cowshed
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Inside the cowshed

There are no appreciable walls to demarcate the boundaries of homesteads.
MEANS OF TRANSPORT
The rough and unmetalled road winding along the slope of the mountain that leads to the village has recently been constructed.
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The unmetalled road

 The slope that the road has been cut through is composed of a loose mixture of soil and large rocks and therefore prone to landslides. The primary modes of transport are the trails along the mountain slope and the ponies that carry the food, building and other material from the township below to the village.
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The ponies used for transporting building material

There is a spring in a ravine above the village which provides fresh and cool water to the whole village. Tap water is also available but it is mainly used to wash utensils and clothes.

OCCUPATION
The community is primarily a farming community as evident from the fields of paddy and corn around the village, farming implements lying around a homestead and a /kothaːr/ (a wooden box like structure with a small square opening at the bottom) in every house used to store grain. However, some people have no land and work as laborers either in the village itself or in the township of Thathri, some 7 to 8 kilometers below the village. And some of them, besides owning land, have minor governmentjobs too. These are well-to-do compared to the other people of the community.
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The corn crop

The people of the community are very hospitable and ready to oblige any guest. They live in complete harmony with their neighboring Muslim community.
BELIEFS AND ATTITUDES
The people of the aforesaid community follow Hinduism and their beliefs and attitudes are religiously determined. Their religious ideas and ideals are so dominant and embedded    that the community can never avoid their adoption fully   in relation to the beliefs and attitudes. . The concepts related to the determination of existing beliefs and attitudes among the Bhadralium people are sacredness of Bhagvad Geeta (holy book), performing pooja and bhajan-kirtan in temples and other religious activitiesregularly. 
The community associates supernatural beings with walnut trees, especially, after midnight. No one, especially children, is supposed to go near walnut trees after the sun sets.They also believe that there are some supernatural beings that can take the shape of any animal and prey on human beings. Our informants referred to these beings as /bhu:t/.
One of the supernatural tales that was encountered interacting with the members of the community is about a ghost that haunts a place below the village where a great treasure is believed to be buried. The legend has it that an enormously wealthy man or a king (the villagers were not clear whether he was just a wealthy man or a king) buried an ill-gotten horde of jewels and gold in a vault underground. He was helped in this by a young man who was also his nephew, whom he killed and buried along with the treasure. The place is believed to be troubled by the ghost of that young man. According to our informant people have gone missing near the place. Although he could cite no recent incident to support this, he did tell us about an incident, which he simply referred to as an old tale, about a female cowherd returning late to the village. She disappeared and was never found again.

 It is said that it is possible for a human being to get the treasure only if they sacrifice a daughter--if they are Muslim-- or a cow--if they are Hindu-- at the place.

PHYSICAL FEATURES
 The people of the community have a whitish complexion, long faces with high straight noses and vertical foreheads dovetailed on the lower side by fairly prominent brow ridges. This indicates that they are not much different from the people living in the valley of Kashmir as far as their facial features are concerned except that on an average they may be said to have a slightly darker complexion. The slightly darker complexion may be due to the higher intensity of sunlight on the mountain slopes of Tipri. They are strong and able to climb the mountain slopes at a pace difficult to keep up with for people adapted for life in the plains.
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Women of the community.
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A typical man of the community.
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A man and his mother.
