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 GRAMMATICAL CATOGORIES
MORPHOLOGY

Three grammatical categories namely, nouns, verbs and particles are recognized in Muduga language.  Nouns are those forms which can take suffixes, verbs are those forms which can tense suffixes and particles are those forms which take neither tense suffixes nor case suffixes but can occur either with certain  clitics  or freely in a sentence.
Nouns
Classification of nouns

Pronouns and non-pronouns (inherent nouns)
Pronouns are those which have number contrast (singular and plural)

1. Pronouns
 Pronouns are classified into 1.Personal pronouns   2.Other pronouns.

1.1 Personal   pronouns

Personal pronouns     classified into (i) First person (ii) Second person   and (iii) Third person pronouns.   Third       person is denoted by the Demonstrative bases.

1.1.1. First person

 Singular

There   are two forms   na:nɨ / na:nu and  enʌkkɨ /enakku to  denote  first person oblique base.

yenʌkkɨ                  
  enakku                              ‘to me’

yennoʈiʝə               
  ennoTiya                           ‘with me’         

yennʌðɨ                 
  ennatu                                ‘my  me’

ienʌna:                   
  enana:                                 ‘me’  

Plural

Inclusive           

nammaL and namm are the forms which denote first person inclusive.

nʌmʌnə           

 
  namana     ‘with us’

nʌmmə           

 
  namma  ‘we (INCL)        
Exclusive

 yemmə               
  

   emma   ‘we’(EXCL) 
1.1.2 Second person
Singular

There   are   the forms which   represent second person   singular  of  which  in occurs as the  oblique base.
ni:                                                             ni:                        ‘you’
ninnɨ           



           ninnu                  ‘you’  

nina:kkɨ      




nina:kku             ‘ to you ’   

ninʌnə                                         

ninana              ‘yourself’ 

ninnɔɖə       




ninnoTa              ‘ with you’

Plural

ni:                                               ni:                  ‘your’ (pl)
nimmə /    ni:ttɛ̃                    nimma /ni:tte      ‘your’     (pl)   (hon)’
1.1.3 Third person

Those which have gender number distinction 

Distant demonstrative

 avɛ                 

ave           
      
‘that  he’

avə               

      
ava          

 ‘that  she’

atɨ                      

atu                          
‘that  it’

Proximate demonstrative

iivɛ                     ave                        ‘this  he’

iivə                     ava                         ‘this  she’

iitɨ                       atu                         ‘this  it’

Other pronouns

Interrogative

ʌʋæɾɨ а:ɾɨ /ʝa:rɨ             
ya:ru               
‘who’

yeŋɡe              
 
eŋge              
  
‘where’  

ʸeppɨ/   yeppo:ʝ   
   
eppo:y          
  
‘when’

ʸe:dɨ            
 
  
e:tu        
  
‘which’

yeṉdukkɨ       

   
entukku      
   
‘why’

Reflexive pronoun

tʌnʌkkɨ        


tanakku                  
‘himself’

ʈʌnna:ɖiˇ  

   
tanna:Ti                 
‘myself ’

Plural
avʌnə                     

avana                     
‘them selves’

tʌmʌnʌta:ne  


tamanata:ne             
‘them selves’

yerʌnə     

 
erana                    
‘our selves’
2 .Inherent nouns

Those stems   which   do not have    gender number   suffixes in the singular   are called inherent nouns.  These   stems are classified into two types, 1.Proper nouns which will not take plural suffixes and 2. Non-proper nouns which will take plural suffixes
2.1 Proper nouns

The   proper noun stems are   those   which   will not take   plural suffixes. These   stems   are   further divided into   two groups.
2.1.1 Personal names (human nouns)

kuppɛ͂               
kuppe         

    
‘a personal name (male)’   

muruɡə          
muruga          
 
‘a personal  name (male)’

bʌɭɭi           
         baLLi    

  
‘a personal  name (female)’

rʌŋɡi               
raŋɡi        
   
 
‘a personal  name (female)’              

rʌsa:ttiˇ           
rasa:tti         

 
‘a personal  name (female)’              

2.1.2 Place names

cittɨrɨ      

 citturu                          
‘name of a place’

aɡʌli         
 
 agali                          
‘name of  a place’

mʌnna:rɡa:ʈil
 
 manna:rɡa:Til      
 
‘name of a place’      

kʌllʌmʌlʌ 

  kallamala                 
‘name  of a place’
2.2. Non-proper nouns

Non- proper nouns are those which take plural suffixes and they are classified two 1.Human nouns 2.Non-human nouns

2.2.1 Human nouns

Are those which take numerical adjectives
u̯orɨ a:ɭɨ        


oru    a:Lu                    
‘one person’

rʌɳɖɨ ʌkka:          
 
raNTu akka:                    
‘two sisters’

а:ɭɨ                              
a:Lu                              
‘person’


ʌkka:                          
akka:                         
‘elder sister’  

cinnə tʌŋɡe/tʌŋɡe       
cinnataŋge                   
‘younger sister’

ʌsа:ɾiˇ                          
asa:ri                              
‘carpenter’
kʊɟʌʋə                             
kujava 
    

‘potter’
2.2.2 Non-human nouns

Non-human   nouns are those   which    can   take  neuter plural suffix

ku:ɼe/sa:ɭe                                    ku:Re                                    
‘hut’

kа:lebʌɳɖiˇ/kʌʈʈʌʋʌɳɖiˇ              ka:le baNTi                        
‘bullock cart’
mа:ɖɨ                                           ma:Tu                                  
‘house’  
so:lʌi                                           so:lai                                        ‘forest’    
2. Derivative nouns are those which will  take Gender Number suffixes, Masculine singular, Feminine singular , Human plural , Neuter singular and Neuter plural
3. Gender-number 
3.1. Masculine singular
Masculine singular is denoted by eight different suffixes –e, -a, -an, -va,- ra,-n,-ti,-a: and -0
-e occurs after these   stems

tа:tte                
ta:tte                        
‘great grand father (father’s side)’
ʌppe                 
appe                          ‘father’ 
mʌɡe/aiʝe          
mage                         ‘son’      
pᶠe:ɾɛ                
pe:re                          ‘grand-son’ 
cinnʌpᶠe          
cinnape                      ‘father’s younger brother’ 
-a occurs after these   stems                           
accə                                    
acca           
‘grand father (mother side)’   

mʌccə/beɭɭʝə mʌccə           
macca            ‘elder sister’s husband’   

kɔllə/kʌrɨʋə                        
kolla              ‘blacksmith’  

kʊɟʌʋə                                
kujava           ‘potter’

aɳɳə                                   aNNa            
‘mother’s sister’s son’

an-occurs after these   stems

pᶠʌccemʌɾɨṉdɨkа:ɾə
/pᶠʌccəmʌrɨndɨkа:ɾʌn

paccamaruntuka:ran
          ‘doctor’   
pa:lkka:rʌn     


pa:lkka:ran 


‘milkman’
pʌʈʈikʌɾʌɾɨ/ʋʌʈʈikka:rʌn                  vaTTikka:ran 

‘moneylender’
piccʌikka:rʌn                         
piccaikka:ran                   
‘beggar’
pᶠа:ʈʈɨkka:ɾʌn                           
pa:TTukka:ran                  
‘singer’
Stems   which take  masculine  singular  - va

kɔllə/kərɨʋə              

kola/karu                      
- va ‘blacksmith’

kʊɟʌʋə                  

kuja                                
- va ‘potter’

na:sɨʋə                    

na:su                                 
- va ‘barber’

kʊɼʌʋə                   

kuRa                                   
- va ‘basket maker’

pᶠа:ttiɾʌuɳɖа:kiɾʌʋə    
pa:t-tira-uNTa:-kira            
- va ‘coppersmith’

ʋʌɳɳə / si:le kummɨrə    
si:le-kum-vamura             
- va ‘washer man’

Stems   which take masculine singular  - ra
be:lekа:ɾʌɾɨ/ʋe:lekа:rə         
ve:lekka:                

- ra ‘gardener’   
vettʌlə ka:rə     

vettalaka:                 

-ra ‘business man of  betel leaves’

pɔʈʈɨ ʋʌrʌirə                       
poTTuvarai               
- ra ‘painter’ 

ʋe:lekka:ɾə                    
ve:lekka:                   
- ra ‘farmer’

ve:lʌi seʝrə                          
ve:laisei                        
- ra ‘labourer’

Stems   which take   masculine  singular  - n

pᶠʌccə mʌrɨndɨkа:ɾʌn            
pacca-maru-ntu-ka:ra       
- n ‘doctor’

pᶠа:ʈʈɨkka:ɾʌn                         
pa:TTu-kka:ra                  
- n ‘singer’

ku:ttʊа:ɖɼʌʋʌɼɨ/a:ʈʈɨkka:rʌn   
a:TTukka:ra                    
- n ‘dancer’

mʌndʌrʌkka:rʌn                   
mantarakka:ra                  
- n ‘sorcerer’

piccʌikka:rʌn                      

piccaikka:ra                       
- n ‘beggar’

Stems   which take   masculine  singular  - ti

serɨppɨ kutti                     

seruppu kut                        
- ti ‘cobbler’

pa:mba:ʈʈi                         

pa:mba:TTi                         
- ti ‘snake charmer’

a: -occurs after these   stems

tа:t̪t̪ɛ /pᶠа:ʈʈa:                   

pa:TTa:          
‘great grandfather (father’s side)’     
ʌkka:                         

akka:                  
‘elder sister’ 
0-occurs after these   stems

ʌsа:ɾiˇ                   


asa:                                   
- ri ‘carpenter’

pᶠu:ɟа:ɼiˇ            


pu:ja:                                   
- ri ‘priest’

3.2 Feminine singular is represented by  the  following suffixes –i,-cci and –u.
Stems   which take - i   as feminine singular   suffix – i
ʌɳɳiˇ        


aNNi      


‘daughter's mother in law’
mа:miˇ    


mа:mi    


‘mother in law’

pᶠа:ʈʈiˇ    


pа:TTi    


‘grandmother (father’s side)’
pᶠe:ɾt̪t̪iˇ    


pe:rtti   


‘grand-daughter’

Stems   which take - singular   suffix – cci

pᶠʌccə mʌrɨndɨkа:ɾɨcci   
pacca-marundu-ka:ru    
- cci ‘midwife’       

ve:lekka:ɾʌcci            
ve:lakka:ra                         
- cci ‘cook’     

 pa:lkka:rʌcci               
pa:lkka:ra                          
- cci ‘milkmaid’ 

Stems   which take   masculine  singular   suffix – u

nʌlsɨ/ nelsɨ                       
nelsu                             
- u ‘nurse’

3.3. Human plural
Human plural is denoted –ga and -ru .
piɭɭʌiɡə/piɭɭʌiʈə               
piLLaiga                

‘children’
ꜞiɾʌʈʈʌi pᶠuɭɭɛ:ɡə             
iraTTai puLLe:ga     
‘twins’  
be:lʌikka:rʌrɨ          

be:laikka:raru                 
‘farmers’  
be:le seitʌvʌrɨ           
be:le seitavaru               
‘work hard’
kɔɭɭʌika:rʌrɨ            

koLLaika:raru          

‘dacoits’

3.4. Neuter singular
kа:ɭʌimа:ɖɨ  /ka:ɭəi mʊɼi     

ka:Lai ma:Tu          

‘ox’  
mа:ɖɨ         



ma:Tu                 

‘cow’

me:se          



me:se                

‘table’        
pu:/ pᶠu:           


pu:                  

‘worm’
muʈʈiɾi           



muTTiri              

‘grasshopper’    

3.5. Neuter plural
-ga is suffix which represent Neuter plural
kа:ɭʌiɡə      



ka:Laiga            

‘oxen’

pᶠʊɭɭɨ / mɔddə  pᶠʊɭɭɨ         

mottana puLLu              
‘grasses’

u:ɾɨɡə                                     
u:ruga                             
‘villages’

pustʌɡə                                
pustaga                          
  ‘books’
rɔɖɖiɡə                                 
roTTiga                          
‘biscuits’
si:lʌiɡʌ                       

si:laiga                                 ‘clothes’     
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