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The Birjia- a lesser known tribe of Chotanagpur Plateau of Bihar, Jharkhand and Orissa is nurtured in the cradle of nature. Environment is one of the important factors which influences the needs, customs, behavior, and mental make up of people, that is, the culture of people. This becomes more determining in case of the tribals who live amidst forests and for whom environment has a direct bearing on their occupation and consequently economy which is reflected trough social behavior, customs, beliefs and practices.
Along with some visits to Anthropological Survey Of India, some data from secondary resources were collected on Birjia. These are the basic terms of disease, kinship and other miscellaneous objects. The words are not given in IPA transcription and will be verified during the field work.
KINSHIP TERMS IN BIRJIA
BIRJIA  KINSHIP TERMS                                                                                           MEANING

1. Bap                                                                                                        Father
2. Aya                                                                                                        Father’s father
3. Ayi                                                                                                         Father’s mother
4. Bari                                                                                                       Father’s elder brother’s wife
5. Kaki                                                                                                      Father’s younger brother’s wife
6. Nana                                                                                                    Mother’s father
7. Nana                                                                                                    Mother’s mother
8. Baru                                                                                                     Mother’s elder sister
9. Mausi                                                                                                   Mother’s younger sister
10. Mauma                                                                                                Mother’s brother
11. Mami                                                                                                    Mother’s brother’s wife                                                                                  
12. Sasur                                                                                                     Wife’s Father
13. Sasis                                                                                                      Wife’s Mother
14. Juth sara                                                                                               Wife’s elder brother
15. Didi/ Bahein                                                                                         Wife’s elder brother’s wife
16. Bahein                                                                                                  Wife’s younger brother’s wife
17. Sari                                                                                                        Wife’s younger brother
18. Dada                                                                                                       Elder brother
19. Bhauji                                                                                                    Elder brother’s wife
20. Bhai                                                                                                        Younger brother
21. Patok                                                                                                     Son’s wife
22.  Beti                                                                                                        Daughter
23. Nati                                                                                                        Son’s son
24. Natni                                                                                                      Son’s daughter
25. Damad                                                                                             Daughter’s husband
26. Natni                                                                                                Daughter’s daughter
27. Nani                                                                                                  Daughter’s mother
There is some other miscellaneous glossary of terms which I am including in the report.
1. Khuriya                                                                                             Small earthen pot
2. Khut kattidar                                                                                   Tiller of the soil
3. Khut katti hatu                                                                                The village of original settler
4. Khut katti jamin                                                                              the land cleared for cultivation 
                                                                                                           by the original settlers.
5. Killi                                                                                                     Clan
6. Kisan                                                                                                  Owner cultivator
7. Knuar                                                                                                 Unmarried
8. Kodaku                                                                                              Lineage
9. Kohi                                                                                                    Earthen pitcher
10. Kom                                                                                                   Subgroup
11. Kothli/ Kuthli                                                                                    Chamber
12. Kudal                                                                                                  Hoe
13. Kuhi                                                                                                    Earthen pitcher
14. Kulhari                                                                                                Axe
15. Kurthi                                                                                                  A kind of pulse
16. Kutumayat                                                                                          Tribal council
17. Kutum                                                                                                 Lineage members
18. Kutumb                                                                                               Agnatic kin
19. Kutunga fanda                                                                                   Mouse trap
20. Laga                                                                                                     Lowest portion of a bamboo
                                                                                                              upto 13 feet height
21. Lashathongi                                                                                        A kind of catapult, made of a
                                                                                                              bark sling, to throw a stone
                                                                                                               or pellet
22. Lattha                                                                                                   Food item prepared out of
                                                                                                               mahua
23. Lengota                                                                                                 Piece of loin cloth worn round
                                                                                                                the waist. The term is used by
                                                                                                         both the Birjia and non-Birjia.
24. Lookma                                                                                                  Breakfast
25. Luna                                                                                                        Ear top
26. Lungi                                                                                                       Long loin cloth
27. Machan                                                                                                  Platform
28. Madh                                                                                                      Honey
29. Mahajan                                                                                                 Money lender and
                                                                                                                  Businessman
30. Mahalla                                                                                                    Hamlet
31. Mahinmari                                                                                               Menstruation
32. Majur                                                                                                        Daily wage labourer
33. Mama                                                                                                        Maternal uncle
34. Manti                                                                                                     Sorcerer cum
                                                                                                                medicine-man
35. Mantra                                                                                                   Incantation
36. Marghatti                                                                                              Burial ground
37. Maroa                                                                                                    Pandel
38. Marua                                                                                                    Millet
39. Matha/ Mathi                                                                                       Iron- bangles – a symbol
of fixing marriage
40. Matha-datrom                                                                                      Scythe
41. Moyam                                                                                                  Blood cake
42. Mua                                                                                                        Soul
43. Mua-ora                                                                                                 Hut for spirit
44. Mujutti                                                                                                  First rice feeding ceremony
45. Mundane                                                                                              Ritual shaving of hair
46. Mundra                                                                                                 Ear ring
47. Murga                                                                                                    Cock
48. Murgi                                                                                                     Hen
49. Nachua                                                                                                     A kind of basket
50. Nagera                                                                                                    Drum
51. Ora-bhitar                                                                                        The room for the ancestors.
52. Pahan                                                                                                     Priest
53. Paila                                                                                                         Metal pot used for measuring
                         cereals
54. Panch patri                                                                                              Five plates
55. Parha panchayat                                                                                    Tribal council
56. Paribar                                                                                                      Family
57. Pat                                                                                                          Table land
58. Patalpur                                                                                                 Hell
59. Pidha                                                                                                     Wooden plank
60. Praja                                                                                                           Subject
61. Pua                                                                                                           Roti or hand made bread
62. Paul                                                                                                            Straw
63. Pujar                                                                                                        Assistant of Deohar (religious
practitioner)
64. Purkhamon                                                                                               Ancestors
65. Putu                                                                                                         Big mushroom
66. Raja                                                                                                          King
67. Rajikhushi                                                                                               Love marriage
68. Ramba/ Rambha                                                                                     Dibble
69. Ranu                                                                                                           Yeast, used in fermentation
                                                                                                                     haria.
70. Rashidah                                                                                                     Sanctified water
71. Sadam                                                                                                          Bamboo made tool used in 
                                                                                                                       basketry. The word is also 
                                                                                                                       to mean a horse or a 
                                                                                                                       person whp dances with
                                                                                                                       bridegroom or bride on 
                                                                                                                       his shoulder
72. Sagai                                                                                                            Widow marriage
73. Sanjha                                                                                                           Share cropping
74. Sajhedar                                                                                                     Share cropper
75. Samat                                                                                                          Pestle
76. Sambandhi                                                                                                 Affinal kin
77. Saragpur                                                                                                      Heaven
78. Sarai                                                                                                              Sal seed
79. Sarhi                                                                                                              Upper portion of a
bamboo shoot
80. Sarin biya                                                                                                      Junior sororate
81. Sarna/ Sarna Sthan                                                                                      Sacred grove
82. Sasan                                                                                                              Burial ground
83. Saya                                                                                                                 Petticoat
84. Sikar khelna                                                                                                    Hunting
85. Sikka                                                                                                                 Scar marks
86. Sim fanda                                                                                                         Fowl trap
87. Sindur                                                                                                            Vermilion
88. Sindur dala                                                                                          Putting of vermilion
89. Sirni                                                                                                    Offering of sweet dish
       to the deities
90. Sirtha                                                                                                         Clan
91. Soup/ Sup                                                                                                 Winnowing fan
92. Suar                                                                                                             Pig/ piglet
93. [bookmark: _GoBack]Suta                                                                                                              Necklace made of
         Beads
94. Tabij                                                                                                            Amulet
95. Tamaccu                                                                                                   Tobacco
96. Tand/tanr                                                                                             Non-irrigated up land
97. Tangi                                                                                                      Axe
98. Tarpat                                                                                                    Ear top
99. Tel                                                                                                           Oil
100. Tel dala                                                                                      Putting of oil
101. Teona                                                                                                    Wet land where paddy
                                                                                                                                is cultivated. The
                                                                                                                              term used by the
                                                                                                                                birjia
102. Terha                                                                                                  Lowest portion of
                                                                                                                          bamboo upto 13
                                                                                                                              feet height.
103. Theka                                                                                                 Contract basis
104. Tika                                                                                                     A mark on the
                                                                                                                             forehead.
105. Tir- dhanus                                                                                            Bow and arrow
106. Tokri                                                                                                       A kind of basket
107. Tola/ Toli                                                                                                Hamlet
108. Tona                                                                                                       Bamboo piece of 
                                                                                                                               six feet beyond 
                                                                                                                               the terha or laga
109. Tonia                                                                                                       Upper portion of a
                                                                                                                                 bamboo shoot
110. Karil                                                                                                         Bamboo shoot

                                                                          _________
