Alem Danggen Sir is our informant who not only provided us with the information about his language but also garnished it with the flavours of his tribe’s history, culture and people. Though at the ripe age of 84 years, he was active and we constantly found him either tending to the farm or to the animals that he reared. He and his two wives were very hospitable and arranged for a fabulous two day stay at their house. As such we got a fresh and close perspective as to how they lived their daily lives. 
Danggen Sir as we call him, stays in Upper Parsing Hill in Yingkiong. He has been staying there since 1959 and has seen the region gradually developing. Schools began here in the year 1962 and the medium of instruction was Assamese. As such, the Assamese language was introduced in the school. In 1969, the medium of instruction changed to English, though Assamese still continued to be taught in the schools.  Since Simong does not have any written literature it continued to be spoken only at home and business and for other oral purposes. However it never was taught formally at school. And hence, the Simong language has no stability till today. With the shifting focus on different languages – including the languages / dialects of the other tribes as well as the influx of Assamese, English and in the modern day that of Hindi- has caused a major setback for Simong. 
Danggen Sir’s son Kanto Danggen is residing in Itanagar since the past 8 years and is married to a Bengali wife.  We visited Kanto Danggen Sir at his home in Itanagar. He is fluent in Simong but his wife and children do not speak it. The dominant language spoken at home is Hindi.
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