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Phonology: Vowels

Part of Birjia Phonology

Birjia has five vowel phonemes. They are /i/, /e/, /a/, /u/ and /o/.

Description and Distribution of Vowels

VOWELS INITIAL MEDIAL FINAL

FRONT

VOWELS

fi/: Close | /iheil/ ‘feather’, | /dirig/ ‘horn’ /moci/ ‘cobbler’

Unrounded /ipil/ ‘star’, /tikin/ ‘noon’ /pajeri/ ‘anklet’
/i?t/ ‘to excrete’ | /chim/ ‘to | /Pijari/ ‘dinner’

sneeze’

/e/: Close-mid /enei?/ ‘to play’ | /lended/  ‘leech | /rote/ ‘frog’

Unrounded /eger/ ‘to abuse’ | found in soil’ /t"aore/  ‘“front/
/ewergendra/ /taher/ close by’
‘sari’ ‘cucumber’ /tajem re/ ‘back’




/rehe?d/ ‘root or
tributary root’

CENTRAL
VOWELS
/al: Open |/ amawas/ ‘new | /panj/ ‘claw’ /tumba/
Unrounded moon’ Nal/ ‘red’ ‘pumpkin’
/a?/ ‘bow’ - /d"anija/
/ad?/ ‘to | /caba/ ‘end ‘coriander leaf’
disappear / d"itua/ “stalk’
BACK
VOWELS
/u/: Close | /usul/ ‘sky/up’ /susun/ ‘dance’ /putu/
Rounded /ul/ ‘mango’ /d"ulki/ ‘type of | ‘mushroom’
fud"ra/ ‘interest’ | drum’ /alu/ ‘potato’
/ajup/ ‘night’ /kazu/
‘cashewnut’
/o/: Close-mid /o?r/ ‘ash’ /canlom/ ‘tail’ /ro?o/ ‘housefly’
Rounded /o?/ ‘to swe!l’ /pOS/th ‘Birji‘; /d"ipao/
/oda/ ‘to urinate’ g:cl::mber’ | <reheating’
/socao/ ‘to | /b"ado/  ‘Birjia
imagine/ to | month of
think’ August’

The mid central vowel [9] though occurs in the language, is not phonemic. For

example: /tomras/ ‘guava’, /b"randa/ ‘toad’, /cilkon/ ‘how’.

It is mainly found in loan words, for example: /bohin/ ‘sister’, /gohna/
‘ornament’, /masala/ ‘spices’, /ras/ ‘juice’ etc.

In many cases, it is changed to /a/, or near open central vowel/e/ in free
variation. For example: Hindi /parab/ ‘festival’ and Hindi /co/ma/ are
pronounced as /parab/ and /casma/ respectively in Birjia. Again Hindi words



like /3onam/ ‘birth’, /lagra/‘limp’, /makcgi/ ‘spider’ etc are changed to /3enem/,
Mlenra/ and /mekri/ respectively in Birjia.
Sometimes [d] is also changed to open mid rounded back vowel [2], for

example: /palog/ ‘spinach’, / thj-an/ ‘bhajan’, /no/ ‘nine’, /eMo/ 4six’ ete.
Front near open unrounded [2] is found in loan words only, for example,

/p"ul pzent/ “full pant’.

The contrastive pairs of vowels are given below:

fal:fi/
/mamu/ ‘mother’s brother’: /mami/ ‘mother’s brother’s wife’
/sukri/ ‘pig’: /sikri/ ‘garland’

/al:/e/
/otal/ ‘house’:/ore/ ‘bird’

/al:/a/
/tamba/ ‘copper’: /tumba/ ‘dried pumpkin’
/balam/ ‘spear’: /bulum/ ‘salt’

/al:/il
/3al/ ‘net’: /3il/ ‘meat’

/al:/o/
/kata/ ‘male buffalo’: /kota/ ‘boy’

fi/:/o/
/samd"i/ ‘daughter-in-law’s father’:/ samd"o/ ‘daughter-in-law’s mother’
Diphthongs and their distribution:

There are 17 diphthongs (including the nasalized ones) in Birjia. They are /iu/,
Niu/, /ei/, leol, /eu/, /ai/, /ai/, /ao/, [ao/, /au/, /oi/, lou/, 31/, /au/, fui/, /ai/ and //5i//.



Diphthongs Initial Medial Final

/iu/, in/ /piun/ ‘peon’ /g"iu/ ‘ghee’

lei/ lotei?/ /salei/
‘khoi/cura’, ‘matchstick’
/uku enei?/ ‘hide
and
seek’,
/thakrurein/
‘female
barber’

/eo/ /deota/ ‘god’, /seo/ ‘apple’
/deohari/
‘sorcerer’,
/cMeora/ ‘skin’

/eu/ /neura/
‘mongoose’

/ail, [ai/ /aina/ ‘mirror’ /bataikin/ ‘female | /marcai/ ‘chillie’,
weaver’, /bartai/ ‘weaver’,
/saikil/ ‘bicycle’, | /murai/ ‘radish’,
/pain/ ‘drainage’, | /qhzi/ ‘cockroach’
b"iis/ ‘buffalo’

/aol, [ao/ Naoy/ ‘clove’, /patao/
/caoli putu/ ‘type | ‘indigestion’,
of /ghao/
mushroom’, ‘shoebite’,
/saori/ ‘big grass’, | /dhasao/

‘landslide’

/t"dore/ “front’




/au/

/aur/ ‘and’

/khauti/ ‘to stir’

/oi/

/hoinhar/ ‘father
in

law’,

/boiha/ ‘cousin’

/ou/

/p"oulten/ ‘pen’,
/couha/ ‘chin’,
/pakouri/
‘pakora’

/3i/

/gais/ ‘gas’

/bilai/ ‘cat’

/au/

/coukidar/
‘watchman’

/ai/, fai/

/mui?n/ ‘ant and
types’

/pui/ ‘a Kind of
spinach’

/o1/

/kasoili kat"/
‘betel nut tree’

VYowel Combinations and their distribution: There are 7 vowel combinations.

Vowel Intial Medial Final

Combinations

fia/ /mian/ ‘day after | /borhia/
tomorrow’, ‘beautiful’
/siahi/ ‘ink’,

/nian/ ‘to come
and get’




lie/ /nariel kat"/
‘coconut tree’
/0a/, foa/ /bhetoa/ ‘lady’s
finger’,
/wezoa hapta/
‘next week’, /roa/
‘fur’
/ua/ /duar/ ‘door’ /satua/ ‘satoo’,
/mua/ ‘demon’,
/sadom cMua/
‘foal’
/oe/ /andaroel/  ‘loin
cloth’
[éa/ /péaz/ ‘onion’

It is to be noted a trivocalic combination [iao] is found in /phuphiaol ‘snake’s
sound’. It is a combination of a single vowel /i/ and a diphthong [ao].




