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1.0. Introduction 

The report is based on speech of Gojapuri language spoken in Khalu village of Doda 

district of Jammu and Kashmir. The data is collected in the fieldwork from the 

language consultant namely Mr Noor Mai uneducated male aged 42year. The report 

covers the main phonological aspects like inventory of phonemes, possible clusters, 

patterns of syllabic structure, diphthongization etc.  

 

1.1. Phonemic contrasts 

Phoneme is the smallest contrastive unit in the sound system of a language. The study 

of minimal pairs specifies the phonemic contrasts between phonemes present in the 

language. The phonemic contrast based on the minimal pair establishes the phonemic 

inventory in the language. The following are the examples of minimal pair found in 

Gojapuri  

                                                         

 1.1.1. Contrasts in Vowel 

/i/ ~ /o/         /bətidʒi/      „brothers daughter‟   : /bətidʒo/    „brothers son‟ 

/ɑ/ ~ /i/           /dɑdɑ/    „father's father‟        : /dɑdi/        „father's mother‟ 

/ɑ/ ~/e/        /rɑt/        „night‟                      : /ret/               „sand‟ 

/o/ ~/e:/          /boti/      „bride‟                 : /beti/           „daughter‟ 

/u/~ /i/         /nu/        „nail‟                  ː /ni/               „fountain‟ 

/a/~/o/           /kʲɑ/        „what‟             ː /kʲo/           „why‟ 

                                            

1.1.2. Contrasts in Consonant 

/m/~/s/          /mɑ:/       „mother‟             : /sɑ/     „mother- in- law‟ 

/m/~/n/         /mu/        „mouth‟               : /nu/         „nail‟                         

/ɽ/~ /tʰ/         /piɽ/        „ache/pain‟          : /pitʰ/         „back of body‟ 
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/b/~ /m/         /bɑd/       „boundary‟         : /mɑd/        „cattle‟ 

/n/~ /d/      /nɑi/    „barber‟               : /dɑi/            „midwife‟ 

/ɽ/~ /p/           /piɽ/           „ pain‟             ː /pip/            „pus‟ 

/tʃ/~/m/           /tʃɑ/            „tea‟                    ː /mɑ/            „mother‟ 

/tʃ/~/s/             /tʃɑ/             „tea‟                  : /sɑ/            „mother-in-law‟ 

/tʃ/~/k/             /tʃɑ/              „tea‟                  ː /kaɑ/           „ɡrass‟ 

/m/~/k/         /mɑ/             „mother‟            ː /kɑ/            „ɡrass‟ 

/s/~/k/              /sɑ/               „mother-in-law‟  ː /kɑ/           „ɡrass‟ 

/h/~/k/            /həm/              „we‟                     ː /kəm/         „work‟ 

/tʰ/~/p/           /pitʰ/                 „back of body‟    ː /pip/         „pus‟ 

/kʰ/~/dʒ/         /ɑkʰ/               „eye‟                    ː /ɑdʒ/         „today‟ 

/ɡ/~/dʒ/         /ɑɡ/                 „fire‟                     ː /ɑdʒ/         „today‟ 

/m/~/dʒ/       /ɑm/                „manɡo‟                 ː /ɑdʒ/         „today‟ 

/kʰ/~/ɡ/        /ɑkʰ/                „eye‟                       ː /ɑɡ/           „fire‟ 

/kʰ/~/m/      /ɑkʰ/                „eye‟                         ː /ɑm/         „manɡo‟ 

/m/~/ɡ/      /ɑm/                 „manɡo‟                    ː /ɑɡ/          „fire‟ 

/p/~/ʃ/        /pɛr/                „foot‟                         ː /ʃɛr/         „lion‟ 

/t/~/r/        /ot/                  „there‟                        ː /or/        „and‟ 

/ɖ/~/dʒ/     /dʒɑɖ/           „jaw‟                          : /dʒɑdʒ/    „cymbals‟ 

/kʰ/~/h/       /kʰəm/          „winɡ‟                       ː /həm/      „we‟                         

/kʰ/~/k/      /kʰam/           „winɡ‟                       ː /kam/     „work‟ 

/l/~/h/         /lɑl/          „red‟                         : /hɑl/       „plough‟ 



 
 

 

Page 10 
 

1.2. Sound Inventory 

The aim is to find out the inventory of sound segments occurring in the language and 

the sets of phonological rules peculiar to language under question.   The following 

analyses illustrate the description of Vowel and Consonant segments of Gojapuri 

 

1.2.1. Vowels: The following chart presents a preliminary sketch of the vowels of 

Gojapuri. 

Vowel Chart 

Segmental Vowel Phonemes: The segmental vowels in this language are presented 

below. 

 Front  Mid  Back  

High I  u 

High mid ɪ  ʊ 

Mid  E ə                o 

Mid Low ɛ   

Low  ɑ  

                                                   

1.2.2. Consonants: The following chart presents a preliminary sketch of the 

consonants of Gojapuri.  Gojapuri have aspirated sounds along with retroflex 

sounds.  

Consonant Chart 

 

 B
il

ab
ia

l 

L
ab

io
-d

en
ta

l 

D
en

ta
l 

 

A
lv

eo
la

r 

R
et

ro
fl

ex
 

P
al

at
al

 

v
el

ar
 

G
lo

tt
al

 

S
to

p
s 

vl.unasp P   T ʈ  k  

vl.asp pʰ   tʰ ʈʰ  kʰ  

vd.unsap B   D ɖ  g  

vd.asp bʰ   dʰ ɖʰ    

Affricates           

vl.unas         tʃ   

vl.asp         tʃʰ   

Vd.unas      dʒ  dʒʰ  
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vd.asp         

Nasal M   N   ŋ  

Trill    R  ɽ    
Flap         

unasp         
asp         

Lateral    L     ɭ    

Fricative              

vl   f S     ʃ   

vd    v Z     h 
Semivowel        j   

 

1.2.3. Distribution of the vowels 

 

Vowel Initial Intervocalic Final 

/ɪ/ /ɪmli/ „tamarind‟ /barɪf/ „snow‟ ……………………. 

/i/ /iʈɪ/ „brick‟ /kiɽo/ „worm‟   /ɪmli/  „tamarind‟ 

/e/   /eklo/  „alone‟ /ret/  „desert‟ /je/  „it‟ 

/ɑ/ /ɑdʰiː rɑt/ „mid night‟ /bɑr/ „out‟ /kʲɑ/ „what‟ 

/o/ /orət/ „woman‟ /bunovar/ „slope‟ /pʰanɖoː/ „air‟ 

/ə/ ………………… /orət/ „woman‟ /bə /  cuff 

/ʊ/ /ʊŋliː/ finger‟ /bəbʊvɑ/ „spider‟ ………………… 

/u/ /upər/ „up‟ /sur/ „pig‟ /dʒ / „louse‟ 

/ɛ/ ……………. /bɛːs/ „buffalo‟ ……….. 

 

From the above table we can see that the vowel phonemes /ə/ and /ɛ/, does not occur 

at initial position and many of these like /ɪ/, /ə/, /ʊ/, /ɛ/ does not occur at the final 

position. While as vowels like /i/, /e/, /ɑ/, /o/, /u/ occurs at all the places.  
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1.2.4. Distribution of the Consonants 

 

Cons

onant 

Initial Intervocalic Final 

/p/ /pəhaɽi/ „hill‟ /tʃipkəli/ „lizard‟ /bɑp/ „father‟ 

Phoneme /p/ occurs only at word initial, medial position and final position. 

/pʰ/ /pʰando/ „air‟ /pupʰi/„fathers sister‟    …………….. 

Phoneme /pʰ/ occurs at initial and medial position only. 

/b/ /bɑdɑɽ/ „cloud‟ /lombɖi/ „fox‟ /tʃʰɑb/ „coral‟ 

Phoneme /b/ occurs at initial, medial and at final positions. 

/bʰ/ /bʰukəm/ „earthquake‟ …………………… ……………… 

Phoneme /bʰ/ occurs at initial position only. 

/t/ /tɑrɑ/ „star‟ /bɑtidʒi/ „brothers 

dauɡhter‟ 

/ret/ „desert‟ 

Phoneme /t/ occurs at initial, medial and final positions 

/d/ /dotri/ „dauɡhters dauɡhter‟ /bɑdəɽ/ „cloud‟ /dʰund/ „foɡ‟ 

Phoneme /d/ occurs at initial, medial and final positions. 

/dʰ/ /dʰundʰ/ „foɡ‟ /ɑndʰi/ „wind‟ ……………… 

Phoneme /dʰ/ occurs at initial and medial positions only. 

/ʈ/ /ʈɑŋ/ „lame‟ /ləʈo/ „conch‟ /peʈ/ „belly‟ 

Phoneme /ʈ/ occurs at initial position, medial position as well as at final positions. 

/ʈʰ/ /ʈʰənɖ/ „cold‟ /muʈʰi/ „fist‟ /hoʈʰ/ „lips‟ 

Phoneme /ʈʰ/ occurs at initial position, medial position as well as at the final position. 

/ɖ/ /ɖəkɑn/ „lid‟ /kiɽɑ / „insect‟ /bɑdɑɽ/ „cloud‟ 

Phoneme /ɖ/ occurs at initial, medial position as well as at the final position. 

/k/ /kiɽɑ/ „insect‟ /tʃipkəli/ „lizard‟ /dirɪk/ „leech‟ 

Phoneme /k/ occurs at initial position, medial position as well as at the final position. 

/kʰ/ /kʰarɡoʃ/ „rabbit‟ /məkʰi/ „housefly‟ /pə kʰ/ „feather‟ 

Phoneme/kʰ/ occur at initial position, medial position as well as at the final position. 

/g/ /ɡɑrmi/ „heat‟ /ɑsmɑn/ „sky‟  /həm/ „we‟ 

Phoneme /g/ occurs at initial, medial and final positions. 

/tʃ/ /tʃɑnd/ „moon‟ /tʃatʃo/ „uncle‟  /riːtʃ/ „bear‟ 

Phoneme /tʃ/ occurs at initial, medial and at final positions. 
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/tʃʰ/ /tʃʰɑti/ „breast‟ /mətʃʰɑr/„mosquito‟ ……………… 

Phoneme /tʃʰ/ occurs at initial and medial positions. 

/s/ /sur/ „piɡ‟ /ɡoslɑ/ „nest‟ /petʃɑs/ „diarhhea‟ 

Phoneme /s/ occurs at initial position and medial position as well at the final position. 

/dʒ/ /dʒɑɽ/ „jaw‟ /hidʒɽoː/ „eunuch‟ /dʒɑdʒ/ „cymbals‟ 

Phoneme /dʒ/ occurs at initial, medial and final position. 

/h/ /hɑfto/ „week‟ /pɑhɑɽi/ „hill‟  ……………….. 

Phoneme /h/ occurs at the initial position and medial position. 

/tʰ/ /tʰuɖi/ „chin‟ /hɑtʰi/ „elephant‟ /hɑtʰ/ „hand‟ 

Phoneme /tʰ/occurs at initial position, medial position and at final position. 

/m/ /mos/ „sprain‟ /ɪmli/ „tamarind‟ /bɑtʰ rum/ „bath 

room‟ 

Phoneme /m/ occurs at initial position, medial position and at the final position. 

/n/ /nai/ „barber‟ /kɛntʃi/ „scissors‟ /zəmin/ „floor‟ 

Phoneme /n/ occurs at initial position, medial position and at final position as well. 

/ɳ/   …………………………. /koɳi/ „which‟ /luɳ/ „salt‟ 

Phoneme /ɳ/ occurs at medial and final position only. 

/ŋ/ …………………………. /əŋuʈʰɑ/ „thumb‟ /ʈɑŋ/ „leɡ‟ 

Phoneme /ŋ/ occurs at medial and final position only. 

/l/ /lɑkɑ/ „waist‟ /ʊlʈiː/ „vomit‟ /həl/ „plouɡh‟ 

Phoneme /l/ occurs at the initial position, medial position and at the final position as well. 

/r/ /rəsi/ „rope‟ /ɑri/ „saw‟ /ənɑr/ „pomeɡranate‟ 

Phoneme /r/ occurs at initial position, medial position and at final position as well. 

/v/ /vəkit/ „time‟ /tuvɑ/ „smoke‟ ……………… 

Phoneme /v/ occurs at the initial and medial position only. 

/j/ …………………. /miʈijɑ/ „clay‟ ……………… 

Phoneme /j/ occurs at the medial position only. 

/f/ ………………….. /safvɑ/ „turban‟ /barif/ „snow‟ 

Phoneme /f/ occurs at medial and final positions only. 

/ɽ/ ……………………. /ɡoɽo/ „horse‟ /nɑɽ/  ‘nerve’ 

Phoneme /ɽ/ occurs at the medial position only. 

/ʃ/ /ʃɛr/ „lion‟ /ɡoʃtɪ/„flesh‟  kʰarɡoʃ/„rabbit‟ 
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Phoneme /ʃ/ occurs at the initial, medial and final positions. 

/z/ /zəmin/ „lion‟ /hɛzɑ/„cholera‟  /pʲɑz /„onion‟ 

Phoneme /z/ occurs at the initial, medial and final positions. 

/ɭ/ ………………… ……………..  /dɑɭ/„pulse‟ 

Phoneme /ɭ/ occurs at the final positions. 

 

The above chart of consonant distribution in the Gojapuri language indicates that we 

do not find particular consonants in certain positions. It can be claimed that the 

voiceless labial plosive /ph/ does not occur in the final position of a word. Similarly, 

the glottal fricative /h/ is not found in the final position. On the other hand, the nasal 

retroflex /ɳ/, the lateral retroflex /ɭ/ and the flap retroflex /ɽ/ do not appear in the initial 

position of the word. 

 

1.2.5. Consonant Clusters 

Gojapuri has retained the Old Indo-Aryan consonant cluster of stop+r in initial and 

non-initial positions (e.ɡ. tr and dr). Similarly Gojapuri retains final nasal + stop as 

well as sibilant + stop clusters. Examples of such clusters are given below:    

                     

/br/           /brəɡ/                    „kinɡfisher‟ 

/tr/           /trer/                   „timber‟ 

/tr/           /dotri/                          „daughter‟s daughter‟ 

/dr/           /məndro/                    „dwarf‟   

/mb/           /lombɖi/                     „fox‟ 

/nd/            /tʃɑnd/                       „moon‟ 

/nɖ/           /tʰənɖ/                         „cold‟ 

/rd/           /zərd/                           „blue‟ 
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In Gojapuri, consonant clusters occur in all three positions in the initial and final 

positions; the Gojapuri syllable can accommodate two consonants. However, 

consonant clusters with more than two consonants can frequently be found in written 

words. Gojapuri does not exhibit any cluster with voiced and voiceless stops together. 

Similarly, two aspirates do not form a cluster, and it is also rare to find a cluster with 

aspirates and any other consonant.  

 

1.3. Syllable Structure 

The unit of sound composed of a central peak of sonority (usually a vowel), and the 

consonants that cluster around this central peak is known as syllable. Syllables are 

often considered the phonological “building blocks” of words. Syllabification is the 

separation of a word into syllables, whether spoken or written. 

In Gojapuri a syllable can be of following structures: 

 

V 

VC 

CV 

CVC 

CCVC 

CVCC 

 

1.3.1. Syllable Pattern 

In Gojapuri following syllable patterns are present- 

I. Monosyllabic, 

II. Disyllabic, and 

III.  Polysyllabic words  

I. Monosyllabic Pattern 

1. V         /ɪ/                „it‟ 

2. VC         /ɑg/               „fireʼ 

3. CV         /mɛ/               „Iʼ 

4. CVC     tum/               „youʼ 
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5. CVCC        /tʃɑnd/             „moon‟ 

 

II.  Disyllabic Pattern 

1.  VCV                  /ɑ----ʈo/          „flour (dry)‟ 

2. V-CVC               /o----rət/       „women‟ 

3. CV-CV              /me----ro/          „myʼ 

4.  VC-CV      /ɑn-----dʰi/        „windʼ 

5. VC-CVC     /ɑs-----mɑn/       „skyʼ 

6. CVC-CV     /dʒɑŋ----ɑl/       „forestʼ 

7. CV-CVC     /hi-----rən/        „deerʼ 

 

III.  Polysyllabic Pattern 

1. CV-CV-CVC           /bʊ---no---vər/            „slope‟ 

2. CV-CVC-CVC        /mə---gɑr---mətʃ/        „crocodile‟ 

3. CV-CV-CV-CV      /mə---le---ri----jo:/      „malaria‟ 

4. VC-CV-CV             /muŋ---pʰə---di/          „ɡroundnut‟ 

5. CVC-CV-CV          /tʃip---kɑ---li/              „lizard‟ 

6. V-CV-CVC            /ə---tʃɑ---nək/             „suddenly‟. 

 

1.4. Consonant Gemination 

Like many other languages of the region, geminate consonants are a common 

phenomenon in Gojapuri. Among the plosives, there is only /k/ that does show this 

feature. On the other hand, /tʃtʃ/ is the only affricate that is geminated. The glides and 

flaps do not exhibit gemination. Similarly, /ɭ/ from lateral and /ʃ/ from affricates also 

lack this property. All those consonants that exhibit this feature in a word follow one 

of the three vowels /i/, /o/ and /ɑ/. The following examples below will provide a clue 

for better understanding of the phenomenon 

 

/-kk-/            /məkki/          „maize‟  

/-ll-/             /ɡillɑ/              „wet‟    

/-ll-/              /bɪlli/              „cat‟   
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/-ll-/             /pɪllɑ/            „puppy‟  

/-tʃtʃ-/          /bətʃtʃo/          „child‟ 

/-nn-/          /gənno/           „sugarcane‟   

/-nn-/           /bʊnnɑ/         „to weave (cloth)‟ 

/-nn-/           /cinnɑ/          „sea‟ 

 

The above examples justify the point that the first consonant in the geminated case, 

serves as the coda of first syllable whereas the second functions as the onset of the 

second syllable.  

 

1.5. Phonotactic Constraints 

Phonotactic constraints apply in terms of syllable structure and consonant clusters. 

Gojapuri also imposes phonotactic constraints on its syllabic structures. Some of the 

restrictions on the composition of either onset or coda are as noted: 

1. /ɽ / and /ɭ/ never appear in the onset of the first syllable as first consonant in a 

multisyllabic word. 

2. /ɳ/ never comes in the beginning of a syllable. 

3. / ph / does not appear in coda position. 

4. / h / and /j/ cannot be placed in the final coda position. 

 

1.6. Supra Segmental Features 

A supra segmental is a vocal effect that extends over more than one sound segment in 

an utterance such as pitch, stress or juncture pattern. In Gojapuri supra segmental 

include nasalization and palatalization. 

 

1.6.1. Nasalization  

Nasalization is a way of pronouncing sounds characterized by resonance produced 

through the nose in course of which the velum is lowered, so that some air escapes 

through the nose during the production of the sound by the mouth. In Gojapuri 

nasalization occurs with or without the influence of nasal vowel. 

The nasalized vowels are ɑ ,  , ɛ ,  , ə .  
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Some of these occurrences of nasalized vowels are shown below: 

 Word initially Word medially Word finally 

/ɑ /     /ɑ vɑ/ come /dɑ t/teeth.                /kɑdɑ ː/cave 

/ɡ ː/cow 

/ b ː/  arm 

/ /    ……………. /s ɖ/dry ginger.   

/s ːɡ leːaːɡaː/ to smell            

/dʒ /   louse 

/pɪilɑv /  feed 

/ /      ……………. /s ɡ/horn.               /ɡɛr / women 

/ɛ /  ………… /kɛ ɡi kɑrnɑ/ to comb (hair) /mɛ /  I 

/ə / ………… ………………… /bə /  cuff 

  

1.6.2. Palatalization 

Palatalization may refer to two different processes by which a sound, usually a 

consonant, comes to be produced with the tongue in a position in the mouth near the 

palate. In Gojapuri we have palatalization. 

/pʲ/          /pʲɑz/                 „onion‟ 

/pʲ/          /pʲɑr/                  „love‟ 

/kʲ/          /kʲɑ/                   „what‟ 

/kʲ/           /kʲo/                   „why‟ 

/lʲ/           /bənd lʲaɡa/        „to bind‟ 

/gʲ/          /gʲo/                    „go‟ 

 

1.6.3. Diphthongs 

A diphthong is a sound made by combining two vowels, specifically when it starts as 

one vowel sound and goes to another. Dipthongs or combination of vowel sequences 

can be seen in Gojapuri .They are found only at the word final position. 
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Diphthong Examples 

  /ɑi/ /dʒɑmɑi/      „yawn‟. 

 /oi/ /bɛnoi/   „sister husband‟, /nandoi/„husband‟s sister‟s husband‟. 

 

1.7. Conclusion 

Like some other languages of Indo-Aryan origin, Gojapuri contains the same set of 

consonants and vowels, with some exceptions. Gojapuri vowels are nasalized. 

Gojapuri syllable structure shows that it prefers to have only one element in an onset 

or coda, and the majority of Gojri syllables adhere to this template. It is also 

interesting to note that Gojapuri does not license a short vowel in the final position of 

the word. Similarly, double consonants in any position of the syllable are not frequent. 

A syllable without an onset is very rare in Gojapuri and it seems that it is because of 

general trend that can be seen in almost all Indo-Aryan languages.  
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2.0. Introduction:- 

This part deals with the morphological structure of different word classes and 

describing their inflectional and derivational forms. Word classes describe include 

nouns, pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, particles, connectives and interjections.  

2.1. Word Class 

Based on morphological and syntactical structure the word classes of Gojapuri are 

divided into following classes- 

Noun:  

Eg: / dʊdɨ/ „milk‟ /ɖəkən/ „lid‟ / bərif/ „snow‟ 

Pronoun:  

/mɛ/ „I‟, /mero/ „my‟, /tʊm/ „you‟, /həm/ „we‟ etc 

Adjective:  

E.g  /tʃɪʈo/ „white‟ /tez/ „sharp‟ /tʃʰoʈo/ „small‟ 

Postposition:  

E.g., / pero/ „besides‟, /ʊpər/ „over‟ /neɖə/ „near‟ 

Verb:  

E.g.   /dʒəɡno/ „wake‟ /ʈʊrnʊ/ „walk‟ /tʃəɖnə/ „climb‟ 

Adverb:  

 E.g.  /əstə/ „slowly‟ /dʒor se/ „loudly‟ /sʊno/ „neatly‟ 

 Conjunction:  

E.g /or/ „and‟ /lekin/ „but‟ / əɡər/ „if‟ 

 

 2.2. Noun Morphology 

Nouns in Gojapuri are inflected for number, gender and case.  

 

2.2.1. Basic Nouns 

GOJAPURI GLOSS 

/tʃʰəb/ Coral 

/tʃənd/ Moon 
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/kiɖi/ Ant 

/tʃoʈo/ Bull 

/ɡɑ / Cow 

/kʊtə/ Dog 

/məkʰi/ Fly 

/ɡoɖʰo/ Horse 

/bəndər/ Monkey 

/kəeɡi/ Comb 

/ʃiʃo/ Mirror 

/tʃʰəp/ Ring 

/kelə/ Banana 

 

The basic nouns can further be divided into i) Mass nouns and ii) Count nouns. 

1. Mass nouns 

For example- 

GOJAPURI GLOSS 

/ləsi/ Buttermilk 

/məʈʰo/ Curd 

/məkʰəɳ/ Butter 

/əɡ/ Fire 

/sʊkoɡɑ / Hay 

/dʊdɪ/ Milk 

/tel/ Oil 

/sərejə/ Mustard 

/tʃol/ Rice 

/lʊɳ/ Salt 
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ii) Count nouns  

     GOJAPURI GLOSS 

/itɪ/ Brick 

/kʊ dʒi/ Key 

/dʒəndro/ Lock 

/ʃɛr/ Lion 

/mətʃʰli/ Fish 

/hirən/ Deer 

/kəɡ/ Crow 

/kʰəm/ Wing 

/kiɽo/ Worm 

/dɑ t/ Teeth 

 

2.2.2.  Derived Nouns: 

The derived nouns are formed in two ways: 

i) By adding derivational suffix to other words. 

ii) By compounding words. 

i) Derived nouns by adding derivational suffix 

Some nouns can be derived from verbs or from any other noun by the addition of 

derivative suffixes or zero suffixes. These are as follows: 

Verb + noun forming suffix = Noun (verbal Noun) 

VERB NOUN FORMING SUFFIX VERBAL NOUN 

nətʃnə (to dance)  +əlo                     = nətʃne əlo (dancer) 

tonə  (to wash)   +əlo                        = tone əlo (washer) 

səmeʈnə (to collect) + əlo                     =səmeʈneəlo (collector) 

pəkəɳə (to cook) + əlo                     = pəkəɳe əlo (cook) 

ʃɪkər (hunt) +ɪ                                 = ʃɪkərɪ (hunter) 
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While deriving the Noun from the verb after the affixation, the last vowel (ə) of the 

root word is dropped and changes to (e) and some cases lonɡ vowel (i) is added to the 

root word to derive the noun 

ii) Derived nouns by compounding words 

For example, 

 Noun + Noun = Noun  

NOUN NOUN  NOUN COMPOUND 

/dʒəɖɪ/ (medicines) /bʊʈɪ/ (herb) /dʒəɖɪ bʊʈɪ/ (medicinal herb) 

/bərsət/ (rain) /ʈopi/ (hat) /bərsət ʈopi/ (rain hat) 

/lok/(folk) /ɡit/(sonɡ) /lok ɡit/ (folk sonɡ) 

/kəɖki/ (honey) /məkʰi/ (bee) /kəɖki məkʰi/ (honey bee) 

/kəʈpʊtli/ (puppet) /nətʃ/ (show) /kəʈpʊtli nətʃ/ (puppet show) 

 

2.3. External Structure 

Nouns in Gojapuri like in other Indo-Aryan languages are inflected for Gender, 

Number, and Case. This language has two genders (i.e. masculine, feminine) and 

seven cases (nominative, accusative, dative, ablative, genitive, locative and 

instrumental). The following description gives the details of Gojapuri gender number- 

case system. 

 

2.3.1. Gender 

Gojapuri nouns have two tier gender system that is– Masculine and feminine. The 

final vowel gives a clue to the gender of a particular noun.  

 

The masculine nouns tend to take –ə or –o ending as opposed to feminine nouns with i 

ending.  

Examples- 
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Masculine    Feminine 

/dədə/ „father‟s father‟ /dədɪ/ „father‟s mother‟ 

/nənə/ „grand father‟ /nəni/ „grand mother‟ 

/mʊsə/ „mothers sisters husband‟ /mosi/ „mothers sister‟ 

/ɡonɖə/ „son-in-laws father /ɡonɖi/ „son-in-laws mother‟ 

/tʃətʃo/ „fathers brother‟ /tʃətʃi/ „fathers brothers wife‟ 

/potro/ „daughters sons son‟ /potri/ „daughters sons daughter 

/bəndʒo/ „sisters son‟ /bəndʒɪ/ „sisters daughter‟ 

/ɡoɽo/ „horse‟ /ɡoɽɪ/ „mare‟ 

/gədro/ „male‟ /gədri/ „female‟ 

/liso/ „lean man‟ /lisi/ „lean woman‟ 

/kəɳo/  „blind man‟ /kəɳi/ „blind woman‟ 

 

The diphthong (oi) is added at the end of the noun to form the masculine. 

Masculine Feminine 

/nəndoi/ „husbands sisters husband‟ /nənd/ „husbands sister‟ 

 

The penultimate consonant is dropped to form the masculine form. 

Masculine   Feminine 

/hətʰi/ „male elephant‟ /hətʰni/ „female elephant‟ 

 

Suppletion: By two separate words 

Masculine Feminine 

/ədmɪ/ „man‟ /orət/ „woman‟ 

/ləɖko/  „boy‟ /kʊɽi/  „girl‟ 

/tʃoʈo/ „bull‟ /ɡɑ / „cow‟ 
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2.3.2. Number 

  

Gojapuri languages grammatically count how many people or things are being 

labelled by marking the noun.This property of the noun is known as number. 

Gojapuri Language distinguishes singular. 

The number in Gojapuri nouns is two tiers: singular and plural. For plural formation, 

the nouns ending with -ɪ and –i changes to –jə or e and those singular nouns ending 

with a consonant –ə change to –ɑ  while forming plural. Examples are as follows- 

 

Singular Plural 

/koʈʰɪ/ house /koʈʰjə/houses 

/tʃɪdɪ/ bird /tʃɪdjə/ birds 

/rʊpəɪ/rupee /rʊpəɪjə/rupees 

     

Here penultimate vowel is dropped and –o is added to the final position 

 

Singular Plural 

/tɪtər/ butterfly /tɪtro/ butterflies  

 

Here –ɪ changes to –e 

Singular Plural 

/potrɪ/ ɡrand dauɡhter /potre/ ɡrand dauɡhters 

 

Here the plural is formed by nasalizing the last vowel -a 

Singular Plural 

/tərə/star /tərɑ /stars 
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Here the plural is formed by addinɡ -e at the final position 

Sinɡular Plural 

/rət/ niɡht /rəte/niɡhts 

 

No morpheme is added to form the plural 

Sinɡular Plural 

/ɡɑ /cow /ɡɑ /cows 

 

2.4. Case 

Case is a grammatical category of a noun in a language which establishes various 

kinds of relationships between the noun phrases in the sentences by virtue of the 

semantic value of the verb.it is a morphosyntatic property of noun phrase.The basic 

purpose of the case is to encode function of a noun phrase in a sentence.in simple 

words its function is to find out whether a noun phrase is a subject or an object. 

 

The following cases are present in Gojapuri 

1. Nominative 

2. Accusative 

3. Dative 

4. Instrumental 

5. Ablative 

6. Genitive 

7. Locative 

8. Ergative 

 

2.4.1. Nominative 

 

The case of the noun functioning as the performer or doer of the action of the verb is 

the nominative case.i.e; it marks the subject of the verb in a sentence. 
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There is no overt case marker in Gojapuri for the nominative case; ɸ 

 

/dʒəɡət- ɸ 

Boy-Nom 

kʰeɖə 

play-prog 

kərə 

Aux-be 

dʒi/ 

 

„The   child   is  playing‟ 

/dʒəɡət- ɸ 

Boy-Nom 

bəl- nal 

ball -iNs 

kʰeɖə 

play-prog 

kərə   dʒi/ 

Aux-be 

„The  boy  is  playing   with  the  ball‟  

/əmə- ɸ roʈi pəkəvə dʒi/ 

Mother-Nom bread bake-pre  

„Mother   will  bake  the  bread 

 

2.4.2. Accusative 

It is a grammatical case that is used to mark the object of a transitive verb. Nouns or 

pronouns are said to be in accusative case if they are the direct objects of the verbs or 

the objects of the prepositions or postpositions. There is no case marker in accusative 

case; ɸ 

 

/dʒəɡət- ne 

Boy-Erg 

kelo- ɸ 

banana-Acc 

kʰədo/ 

eat-pst 

„The  boy  ate  a  banana‟  

/ʃikəri- ne 

Hunter-Erg 

dʒənəvər- ɸ 

deer-Acc 

pəkde     dʒi/ 

catch-pst 

„The hunter caught the deer‟ 

/məheʃ ne 

Mahesh-Erg 

əm- ɸ 

mango-Acc 

kʰədo 

eat-pst 

dʒi/ 

„Mahesh  ate   the   mango‟ 
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/ʊʃ -ne 

He-Erg 

tʃor- ɸ 

thief-Acc 

pəkdə 

catch-pst 

 

 

„He  caught  the  thief‟ 

/ʊs-ne 

He-Erg 

tʃiɖi- ɸ 

bird-Acc 

məri 

kill-pst 

dʒi/ 

 

„He  killed   the   bird‟ 

/ʊn- ne 

They-Erg 

tʃor- ɸ 

thief-Acc 

pekɖə 

catch-pst 

bedʒər- mə/ 

market-Loc 

„They   caught  the  thief  in  market‟ 

/dʒəɡət  - ne 

Chidren-Erg       

mətʃʰi- ɸ 

catch-pst   

pəkdi 

fish-Acc       

dʒi/ 

„ The  children  caught  the  fish‟ 

/dʒəɡət- ne 

Boy-Erg 

roʈi- ɸ 

bread-Acc 

kʰəde 

eat-pst.pt 

tʰi/ 

Aux 

„The  boy  had  eaten  the  bread‟ 

 

2.4.3. Dative 

The dative case is generally used to indicate the noun to which something is given, 

thus it is the case of indirect object of the verb. The expression of the dative case in 

Gojapuri involves the usage of the following case markers: „nə‟ „de‟  

 

/rəm- ne 

Ram-Erg 

ʃam- nə 

Shyam-Dat 

kɨtəb 

book 

diti   dʒi/ 

give-pst 

„Ram  gave  the  book  to Shyam‟ 

/sitə- ne 

Sita-Erg 

məhməno-de 

guests-Dat 

roti 

food 
kʰilə ji/ 

serve-pst 

„Sita  served  the  food  to  the  guests‟ 
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2.4.4. Instrumental 

Instrumental case marker is put to the noun which is used as instruments by the agent 

to perform the action denoted by the verb. 

The instrumental case marker in Gojapuri is, nəl „with’ 

Examples: 

/kiʃti seil resi- nəl bedi 

hʊvi  hɛ/ 

Boat-Nom shore rope -iNS tie-pst 

aux-be 

„The  boat  is  tied   to  the  shore  with  rope‟ 

/merə 

My-Gen 

pen- nəl 

pen -iNS 

likʰo/ 

write-pr 

„Write  with  my  pen‟ 

/koʈi 

House-Nom 

tʰe ɡeji 

collapse-pst 

bʊkəm- nal/ 

earthquake-iNS 

„Houses  collapsed  due to  earthquake‟ 

/bʊto 

Tree-Nom 

kʰɔːɖe- nəl 

axe    -iNS 

 

kəpeɡe dʒi/ 

cut-pst 

„The  tree  is  cut  with  the  axe‟ 

/bəl je 

Hair-Nom 

ketʃi –nəl 

scissor- iNS 

kətər / 

cut-pst 

„The  hair  is  cut  with  the  scissors‟ 

/dʒəŋəl 

Forest-Nom 

təbəh 

destroy-pst 

ho ɡəyo 

Aux 

əɡ ni- nəl/ 

fire -iNS 

„The  forest  is  destroyed  by  fire‟ 

2.4.5. Ablative 

The ablative case indicates separation of the something from its source or movement 

away from something. 
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Gojapuri uses the following post-positions to mark the ablative case; „vitʃ‟,„ro‟, „de‟. 

 

 Examples: 

bətʃtʃe- ne 

Boy-Erg 

əlməri- vitʃ 

shelf-Abl 

kitəb 

book 

li/ 

take-pst 

„The  boy  took  the book  from  the  shelf‟ 

/mohən- ne 

Mohan-Erg 

bəzər-de 

market-Abl 

beɖ 

bed 

kʰəridi/ 

buy-pst 

„Mohan  bought  the  bed  from  the  market‟ 

2.4.6. Genitive 

The case of the noun which shows possessive relation with the noun or pronoun in a 

sentence is called genitive. 

The genitive case markers in Gojapuri are all possessive pronouns „meri‟, „merə‟, 

„əpni‟, „əpne‟ „ʊs ki‟ 

 

 

Examples: 

 

 

 

 

 

/je 

These-pl-prox 

meri 

my-1sg- Gen 

koʈʰjə 

house-pl 

hɛ      dʒi/  

pr-be 

„These  are  my  houses‟ 

/vo 

That-rem-sg 

ʊs ki 

his-3sg-Gen 

tʃʰʊri 

knife-sg 

hɛ/ 

pr- be 

„That  is   his  knife‟ 

/vo 

That-rem-sg 

kitəb 

 

book-sg 

meri 

 

my-1sg-

Gen 

hɛ/ 

 

pr-be 

„That  is  my  book‟  
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/jo 

This-prox-sg 

ədmi man 

merə my-1sg-Gen 

dost    

friend 

 hɛ/ 

pr-be 

„This   man is  my  friend‟ 

/mɛi -1sg 

əpɳi my-1sg-Gen 

koʈʰi 

house-sg 

mə 

in-pp 

dʒi/ 

 

„I  am  in   my  house‟ 

2.4.7. Locative 

The case of the noun functioning as the locus of the object in order to show where it 

has to be located as indicated by the verbs is called a locative case. 

Gojapuri uses the following postpositions to mark the locative case; /mɛ/ „in‟, /pə/ 

„on‟, /ni/ „in‟, /tʰəʈ/  „below‟ 

 

Examples: 

 

/mɛrə 

My-1sg-Gen 

dʒəɡ 

child-pl 

sʊkol   mɛ 

school-Loc 

hɛ/ 

pr-be 

„My  children   are  in  the  school‟ 

/mɛrə 

My-1sg-Gen 

məl 

animal-pl 

kʰet  mɛ 

field-Loc 

hɛ/ 

pr-be 

„My  animals  are  in  the  field‟ 

/totə 

Parrot-sg 

bʊʈo pə 

tree-Loc 

hɛ/ 

pr-be 

„The  parrot   is  on  the  tree‟ 

 

/pensəl 

Pencil-sg 

dʒoɖə  mɛ 

box-Loc 

hɛ/ 

pr-be 

„The  pencil  is  inside  the  box‟ 

/kitəb 

book-sg 

bəntʃ  pə 

bench-Loc 

hɛ/ 

pr-be 
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„The  book  is  on  the  bench‟ 

/ʊs- ne 

He-3sg-Erg 

tʃiɖi 

bird-sg 

bəɡ   mɛ 

garden-Loc 

mər jiə/ 

kill-pst 

„He  killed  the  bird  in  the  garden‟ 

/ʃikəri- ne 

Hunter-Erg 

hirən 

deer 

dʒəŋəl  ni 

forest-Loc 

pəkɖi/ 

catch-pst 

„The   hunter  caught  the  deer  in  the  forest‟ 

sitə- ne 

Sita-Erg 

əpnə     pesə 

her   money 

pərəs  mɛ 

purse-Loc 

rəkʰə/ 

keep-pst 

„Sita  kept  her  money  inside  the  purse‟ 

/kitəb 

Book-sg 

bəntʃ   tʰəʈ 

bench-Loc 

hɛ/ 

pr-be 

„The  book  is  below  the  bench‟ 

2.7.8.  Ergative 

The ergative case is the grammatical case of the noun that identifies the subject of a 

transitive verb in ergative-absolutive languages.The ergative case marker in Gojapuri  is; 

„ne‟ 

Examples 

/rəm- ne 

Ram-Erg 

ʃəm- nə 

Shyam-Dat 

kitəb 

book 

diti   dʒi/ 

give-pst 

„Ram  gave  the  book  to Shyam‟ 

/ʊs- ne 

He-3sg-Erg 

tʃiɖi 

bird-sg 

bəɡ              mɛ 

garden-Loc     in 

mər jiə/ 

kill-pst 

„He  killed  the  bird  in  the  garden‟ 

/ʃikəri- ne 

Hunter-Erg 

dʒənəvər 

deer-Acc 

pəkde 

catch-pst 

dʒi/ 

 

„The hunter caught the deer‟ 

/məheʃ- ne əm kʰədo dʒi/  
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2.5. Word Formation Processes 

 Word formation is the creation of a new word. Word formation is sometimes 

contrasted with semantic change, which is a change in a single word's meaning.  

2.5.1. Affixation 

Affixation is a morphological process whereby an affix is attached to root or stem to 

form a new word. In other words, addition of bound or free morphemes to a free 

morpheme is known as affixation. Here bound morphemes are such words which are 

always attached to a free morpheme as they cannot stand of their own, whereas, free 

morphemes are such word which is always independent as they stand of their own. 

Examples: 

tonə (to wash)+ əlo(suffix)        =     toneəlo(washer) 

nətʃnə (to dance) +əlo(suffix)   =      nətʃneəlo(dancer) 

ʃikər(to hunt)+ i(suffix)            =       ʃikəri(hunter) 

2.5.2. Compounding 

 Mahesh-Erg mango-Acc eat-pst 

„Mahesh  ate   the   mango‟ 

/ʊʃ- ne 

He-Erg 

tʃor 

thief-Acc 

pəkdə 

catch-pst 

dʒi/ 

 

„He  caught  the  thief‟ 

/ʊs- ne 

He-Erg 

tʃiɖi 

bird-Acc 

məri 

kill-pst 

dʒi/ 

 

„He  killed   the   bird‟ 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Word
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semantic_change
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Compounding is a process where two or more than two free morphemes combine 

together to form a single unit. The resulted word has meaning over and different than 

the individual word units. Compound is a lexeme that consists of more than one stem. 

Examples 

/pəkkə/ „cooked‟  + tʃəvəl „rice‟    = /pəkkə tʃəvəl/ „cooked rice‟ 

  Verb                   + Noun               = Noun 

/kəli/ „black‟   + mərtʃɨ „pepper‟     = /kəli mərtʃɨ/ „black pepper‟ 

 Adj                  +   Noun                   =     Noun    

/kəɳo/ „blind‟   + /ədmi/ „man‟        = /kəɳo ədmi/ „blind man‟ 

Adj                     + Noun                  = Noun 

/ʃəkər/ „sweet‟  + /kandi/ „potato‟  = /ʃəkər kandi/ „sweet potato‟ 

Adj                    + Noun                     = Noun 

/kəɖki/ „honey‟ + /məkʰi/ „bee‟      = /kəɖki məkʰi/ „honey bee‟ 

Noun                 + Noun                    = Noun 

/bərsət/ „rain‟   + /ʈopi/ „hat‟           = /bərsət ʈopi/ „rain hat‟ 

Noun                + Noun                      = Noun 

/dʒəɖi/ „medicenal‟  + /buʈi/ „herb‟   = /dʒəɖi buʈi/ „medicinal herb‟ 

Adj                             + Noun             = Noun 

2.5.3. Ablaut 

It is a sound change wherein a sound gets changed internally that serves some 

grammatical function. In Gojapuri vowel „e‟ at the medial position changes to „ə‟ 

/kʰeɖə/  (eat)                                     /kʰəɖo/(ate)      
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2.5.4. Reduplication 

Reduplication is the repetitive occurrence of a stem or a part of it. There are certain 

instances in Gojapuri where total reduplication occurs. 

/bəlebəle/   

 

Slowly/s
owly          =  very slow 

 

/bər bər/    Again/again             =  repeatedly 

 

 

 2.6. Pronouns 

Pronouns are inflected for number and case. Pronouns in the direct and oblique 

cases are presented below. 

  

The Gojapuri has the following types of pronouns. 

1. Personal pronouns 

2. Demonstrative Pronoun 

3. Reflexive Pronoun 

4. Relative Pronoun 

5. Possessive Pronoun 

5. Interrogative Pronoun 

6. Indefinite Pronoun 

 

2.6.1. Person pronouns 

Personal pronoun describes a particular person or thing or group. Personal pronoun 

describes the person speaking (i, me, we, us), the person spoken to (you), or the 

person or thing spoken about (he, she, it, they, him, her, them) 

 

There are three person pronouns in Gojapuri language: 

(a) First person 

(b) Second person 

(c) Third person 
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All these persons have different co-cordial relationship with the verb, tense and 

moods. Tense markers also change according to different persons (first person, second 

persons and third persons). Depending on the tense and moods these categorize are 

distinguished. For example- 

 

PERSON SINGULAR PLURAL 

FIRST /mɛ/ „iʼ /həm/ „weʼ 

SECOND /təm/„youʼ /təmne/ „you‟ 

THIRD /vo ədmi/ „heʼ 

/je ɡədri/ „sheʼ 

 /je/ „itʼ 

 /vo səb/  „thoseʼ 

 

 

The different co cordial relationship are shown below- 

 

First Person: [singular] 

mɛ               tʃiɖi                       dəkʰə  

1SG    bird   see-TMA.1SG 

„I see the birdʼ  

 

mɛ               tʃiɖi                      dəkʰi  

1SG    bird   sees TMA.1SG 

 „I saw the birdʼ  

mɛ                 tʃiɖi                        ɖəʈʰ  

 1SG    bird   see- TMA.1SG 

„I will see the birdʼ  

 

First Person: [plural] 

həm                 tʃiɖi                       dəkʰ  

 1PL    bird   see- TMA.1PL 

„We see the bird‟  
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həm                  tʃiɖi                     ɖəʈʰo 

1PL    bird   see- TMA.1PL 

„We saw the bird‟  

 

həm                  tʃiɖi                      dəkʰɑ ɡə 

1PL    bird   see- TMA.1PL 

„We will see the bird‟  

 

Second Person: [singular] 

təm                   tʃiɖi                       dəkʰə kəre 

2SG    bird   see- TMA.2SG 

„you (sɡ) see the birdʼ  

 

təm                  tʃiɖi                        ɖəʈʰo 

2SG    bird   see- TMA.2SG 

„You (sg) saw the birdʼ  

 

təm                   tʃiɖi                        dəkhɑ  ɡijə 

2SG    bird   see- TMA.2SG 

„You (sg) will see the bird‟ 

 

Second Person: [plural] 

təmne               tʃiɖi                         dəkʰ  ɡə 

2PL    bird   see- TMA.2PL 

„You (pl) see the bird‟  

 

təmne              tʃiɖi                          ɖeʈʰə 

2PL    bird   see- TMA.2PL 

„You (pl) saw the bird‟  

 

təmne                tʃiɖi                          dəkʰ ɡə 
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2PL    bird   see- TMA.2PL 

„You will see the bird‟  

 

Third Person: [singular] 

vo                  tʃiɖi                   dəkʰə kəri ne 

3SG    bird   see- TMA.3SG 

„She sees the bird‟  

 

ʊsne                 tʃiɖi                 ɖeʈʰo 

3SG    bird   see- TMA.3SG 

„She saw the bird‟ 

  

vo                    tʃiɖi                    dekʰɑ ɡi 

3SG    bird   see- TMA.3SG 

„She will see the bird‟  

Third Person: [plural] 

vo                   tʃiɖi                   dəkʰə kərə 

3PL    bird   see- TMA.3PL 

„They see the bird‟  

 

vo                      bəzər               ɡijə 

3PL    market   went- TMA.3PL 

„They went to market‟  

 

vo                   tʃiɖi                    dekʰ  

3PL    bird   see- TMA.3PL 

„They will see the bird‟  

2.6.2. Demonstrative Pronoun 

Demonstrative pronoun is a pronoun that points to a thing or things. 

e.g. this, that, these, those, none, neither. These pronouns point to thing or things in 
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short distance/time or long distance/time. The demonstrative pronoun in Gojapuri can 

be described in a two-tier system by taking the spatial distance into account like 

1. Proximate demonstrative pronoun referring to the objects nearer to the speaker, 

2. Remote demonstrative pronoun that refers to the objects away from the speaker 

Again, the demonstrative pronoun can be distinguished by two-tier numbers also like 

 i) Singular 

 ii) Plural 

Proximate      Remote 

Singular   /je/ /jo/ „thisʼ               /vo/ „thatʼ 

Plural     /je/ „theseʼ                         /vo „thoseʼ 

Examples – 

/jo/ /je/ „This‟   

/jo              ədmi           mɛra             dost            hɛ/ 

PROX.SG man             1SG.GEN          friend              be-AUX 

„This  man is my friendʼ  

/je                    mɛrə               roz            kə                 kʰənə           hɛ/ 

PROX.SG 1SG.GEN      daily        be-AUX       food  be-AUX 

 „This is my usual food‟ 

/vo/ „That‟   

vo                   ɡoɽo              hɛ 

REM.SG horse           be-AUX 

„That is a horseʼ  

/je/ „These‟  



 
 

 

Page 41 
 

/je               kəhəɳi   soni/ 

PROX.PL story  good 

„These are good storiesʼ  

/je               məri           koʈʰjə              hɛ dʒi/ 

PROX.PL 1SG.GEN house-PL             be-AUX 

„These are my housesʼ  

/vo/ „Those‟ 

/vo                 kitəb                 mɛri               hɛ/ 

REM.PL          book-PL    1SG.GEN.FM  

„Those are my booksʼ  

Demonstrative pronouns are also classified in terms of distance as- 

Proximate     Remote 

/itə/ „hereʼ           /ot/  „there‟ 

Examples- 

/itə/ „Here‟  

/mɛ        itə       əv  ɡi/ 

1SG  here  come 

„I come hereʼ 

/təm      itə       ɑ və/ 

2SG  here  come 

„You (sɡ) come hereʼ  

/ ot/ „There‟ 

/vo       ot             kʰəɖi            hɛ/ 
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She       there          stand-TMA             

„She stands there‟ 

2.6.3. Reflexive Pronoun 

Reflexive pronoun describes noun when subject‟s action affects the subject itself.  

e.g in English himself, yourself, herself, ourselves, themselves, itself  are reflexive 

pronouns. 

Reflexive pronouns always act as objects not subjects, and they require an interaction 

between the subject and an object. In Gojapuri language, reflexive pronouns are: 

 

 

 

PERSON SiNGULAR PLURAL 

FiRST  kʰʊd „myselfʼ 

/mɛ je kʰʊd kʰədo vedʒi/ 

1SG       3SG.iN      1SG.AN    eat-TAM          

„i ate it myself‟ 

əp „ourselvesʼ 

/həm əp ɡəjə hoɡə/ 

1PL                 1PL.AN 

„We went there ourselves‟ 

SECOND əp  „yourselfʼ 

/tu      lir    əp     doje/ 

2SG                    2SG.AN 

„You wash the clothes yourself‟ 

 əp    „yourselfʼ 

/tu           lir      əp    doje/ 

2PL                          2PL.AN 

„You wash the clothes yourself‟ 

THiRD əp „himself  „itselfʼ 

/pənɖo       əp      toje ɡi/ 

3SG.FM               3SG.FM.AN 

„She lifted the pot herself‟ 

 əp      „themselvesʼ 

ʊno   ne   ɡər    əp      bənəjo/ 

3PL                            3PL.AN 

„They built the house themselves‟ 

 

2.6.4. Relative Pronoun  (ɡloss) 

Relative Pronoun describes a noun which is mentioned before and more information 

is to be given about it. In Gojapuri language, relative pronouns include the following: 

/o/   „Who‟ 
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/dʒoɽo ɑdmi kəl mar ɡʲo o baɖo kɑlɑ kɑr tʰo/ 

 Det     man  yesterday die-pst rel-prn int adj  do-pst be-pst 

 

/kɪskɑ/    „whose‟ 

/jeː voː admiː hɛ dʒiːs ki    kurtiː raːt coːr leː ɡəjoː/ 

 prox Rem man aux  rel-prn  shirt  niɡht thief steal-pst 

This is the man whose shirt was stolen last night 

 

/ dʒiːs mɛ /    „that‟ 

/joː voːhi ʈoːk hɛ dʒiːs mɛ m ːriː ɡ ː car ː/ 

Prox rem  place aux  rel-prn ɨ.sɡ.pos cow ɡraze-prs 

That is the place where the cows graze 

2.6.5. Interrogative Pronoun 

An interrogative pronoun is a pronoun used in order to ask a question. Often it has no 

antecedent because the antecedent is unknown. 

Examples: 

Personal Forms-  

/kon/ „Who‟  

vo                   kon                hɛ 

3SG.MAS who  be-AUX 

„Who is he?‟ 

 

 /kiskɑ/ „Whose‟  

/vo        kiskə           koɽo          hɛ/  

that  whose  horse  be-AUX 

„Whose horse is that?‟ 

 

Impersonal Forms – 

/kʲɑ/ „What‟  

təm  kʲɑ           kʰəvə 

2SG  what  eat-TMA.2SG 

„What do you eat?‟  
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/koɳɨ/ „Which‟  

/təm  koɳɨ  ɡʰəɖi   mile/ 

3SG  which  train  get-TMA.2SG 

„Which train will you ɡet?‟ 

 

/kitɨ/ „Where‟  

/təməre      bətʃtʃə             kitɨ/ 

2SG.GEN child-PL where 

„Where are your children?‟ 

 

 

/kədɨ/ „When‟ 

/təm           kədɨ            ʊʈʰe/ 

2SG  when  get-TMA.2SG 

„When do you get up?‟ 

 

/kʲo/ „Why‟  

/təm  kʲo  dʒəjə/ 

2SG  why  go-TMA 

„Why are you going?‟ 

  

2.6.6. Indefinite Pronoun 

An indefinite pronoun is a pronoun that refers to non-specific beings, objects, or 

places. Indefinite pronouns can represent either count nouns or non-count nouns. 

Examples: 

/koji bi/ „Anybody‟   

je  kəm  koji bi             kəre/    

This  work  anybody  do-?   

„Anybody can do this work‟ 
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/koji bi/ „Anyone‟    

je  kəm  koji bi kər səkʰə 

This  work  anyone   do-?  ? 

„Anyone can do this work‟ 

 

/koje/ „No one‟ 

 /pətʰr             ne           koje            tʃəkʰ              səkʰə/  

 Stone           no          nobody        lift- ?            ? 

„No one can lift this stone‟ 

 

/koji/ „Nobody‟ 

/koji           nəhi             jo              kəm             kər        səkto dʒi/ 

Nobody         no                this            work           do-?         ? 

„Nobody can do this work‟ 

 

2.7. Verb Morphology 

A word used to describe action, state, or occurrence, and forming the main part of the 

predicate of a sentence is called a verb. This is a very common definition of a verb. 

Verb can technically be defined as the most important word in the sentence that gives 

an identity called „case‟ to its arguments. A verb decides the argument structure of the 

sentence, i.e. the number of arguments and their position in the sentence is decided by 

the verb.Verbs in Gojapuri language are inflected for Tense, Aspect and Modality. 

2.7.1. Types of Verbs: A verb denotes an action. Different types of actions that were 

found in the language are as follows; 

2.7.1.1. Physical activity verbs: List of the physical activity verbs in the language 

are as follows; 

    Gojapuri Gloss 

/toɖ tʃʰudənə/ to break(a pot) 

/bokɳʊ/ to bark(as ə dog) 

/nəhənʊ/ to bathe(oneself) 
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/mərʊɡo/ to beat(someone) 

/bənd lijə ɡə/ to bind 

/ɖinɡe kər lijə ɡə/ to bend(stick) 

/pʰʊkə ɡə/ to blow(with the mouth) 

/sʊrəkʰ kərəɡə/ to bore(a hole) 

/dəfnə nə/ to burry(a dead body) 

/bʊɖ sɛd tʃʰuɖənə/ to carry(in hand) 

/təli bədʒənə/ to clap(the hands) 

/səmeʈ nə/ to collect(scattered things) 

/bənd kərnə/ to close(a bag) 

 

2.7.1.2.  Instrument Verbs: List of the instrument verbs from the provided data are 

as follows; 

Gojapuri Gloss 

/ʈoʈə kərnɑ/ to chop 

/kəʈ tʃʰuɖə ɡə/ to cut 

/kʰodnɑ/ to dig 

/ʃikər kərə ɡə/ to hunt 

/sitʃnɑ/ to irrigate (the crops) 

/tez kərəɡɑ/ to sharpen  ( a knife) 

/ʈʰol bədʒənɑ/ to play (musical instrument) 

/tʃʰiɖkə ɡɑ/ to sprinkle (with water) 

 

2.7.1.2.  Verbs of fighting:  List of different verbs of fighting from the 

provided data are as follows; 

Gojapuri Gloss 

/həmlə kərʊɡo/ to attack 

/məruɡo/ to beat (somebody) 

/kʊɖəɡə/ to quarrel 

/tikəɡə/ to push 
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/kuləɡə/ to fight 

/əpəs me kʊləɡə/ to fight (with each other) 

/mərnʊ/ to kill 

/lət mərnə/ to kick 

/mərəɡə/ to hit 

 

2.7.2. Classification of Verb: The Gojapuri verb stems can be classified into 

simple and compound verbs. 

2.7.2.1. Simple Verb 

Gojapuri Gloss 

/ toɖ tʃʰʊdənə/ to  break (stick) 

/sə leəɡə/ to breathe 

/kəʈ tʃʰʊɖə ɡə/ to cut 

/kʰodnə/ to dig 

/kʰəvə ɡə/ to eat 

/pi tʃʰʊɖəɡə/ to drink 

/tʃəle dʒəɡə/ to go 

/mərəɡə/ to hit 

 

2.7.2.2.  Compound Verb: A Compound verb consists of more than one root 

and may include one or more suffixes. 

Gojapuri Gloss 

/mohbət       kərnɑ/ 

„love‟            „do‟ 

to love 

/məzɑk         kərnɑ/ 

„joke‟            do‟ 

to joke 

/həmlə          kəruɡo/ 

„attack‟        „do‟ 

to attack 

/dʊə              deɡə/ to bless 
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„bless‟           „give‟ 

/sə                  leəɡə/ 

„breath‟         „take‟ 

to breathe 

 

 

 

2.7.2.3  Complex Predicate: A complex predicate is composed of two parts. The first 

part is the argument of verb and the second part the verb root. 

 

Gojapuri Gloss 

/dʒəvəb                    denə/ 

„answer                   „give‟ 

to answer 

/pəntʃəit                   kərəɡə/ 

„prediction‟              „do‟ 

to predict, foretell 

/kʰən                        kərə ɡə/ 

„scratching‟             „do‟ 

to scratch 

/ɡəl                          kərəɡə/ 

„talking‟                  „do‟ 

to talk 

/kəni                        kərnə/ 

„winnowing‟            „do‟ 

to talk, converse 

/kəɳi                         sʊnəvə/          

story‟                       „tell‟ 

to tell (a story) 

/ɡillə                         kərnə/ 

„wet‟                       „do‟ 

to wet 

 

2.7.3.  Inflection of Verb: 

The verbs in Gojapuri can be studied with respect to their Transitivity, Finiteness, 

non-finiteness, negation, Causation and Passivisation. 

 

 

2.7.3.1.Transitivity 
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Transitivity refers to the capacity of the verb to take arguments. A verb can take one, 

two or more than two arguments. Based on transitivity the verb stems can be further 

divided into sub-classes. These are 

1. Intransitive 2. Transitive   

1. Intransitive 

Verbs which take only one argument are called intransitive verbs. These verbs have a 

slot for the subject but there is no slot for the object. 

Examples of intransitive verbs in Gojapuri are: 

Gojapuri Gloss 

/bokɳu/ to bark 

/kuto             bokə                 hɛ/ 

dog-Sg         bark-Pr             Aux 

„The dog barks‟ 

/doɖə ɡə/ „to run‟ 

/ɡoɽo              doɖəjə            kəre/ 

horse-Sg         run-Pr            Aux 

„The horse runs‟ 

/əsə ɡə/ to smile 

/dʒəɡ               təse                 kəre/ 

Baby-Sg          smile-Pr         Aux 

„The baby smiles‟ 

2. Transitive Verbs: 

Transitive  verbs are further classified into mono- and di-transitive verbs. 

Mono-transitive: Verbs which are capable of taking two arguments i.e subject and a 

direct object are called mono-transitive verbs. The examples of mono-transitive verbs 

in Gojapuri are: 

Gojapuri Gloss 

/ təpəjə / to boil (water) 

/tʊm            pə:ɳi:       təpəjə       kəre/ 

2P-Sg         water       boil-Pr       Aux 

„You boil water‟ 
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/kʰəvə ɡə/ to eat 

/mɛ              roʈi          kʰəvo/ 

i-1P-Sg        bread      eat-Pr 

„i eat bread‟ 

/ təpəjə / to boil (water) 

/həm          pəɳi     təpəjə      kəre/ 

We-1P-Pl  water    boil-Pr    Aux 

„we boil water‟ 

Di-transitive: The di-transitive verbs are those which are capable of taking three 

arguments i.e. subject, direct object and indirect object. A few examples in Gojapuri 

are: 

Gojapuri Gloss 

/ditti/ to give 

/rəm ne           ʃəm nə                kɨtəb              ditti            dʒi/ 

Ram-3P-Sg    Shyam Dat        book-Sg         give-Pst      ? 

„Ram gave the book to Shyam‟ 

/ kʰilə ji/ to serve 

/sitə- ne            məhməno-de      roti     kʰilə ji/ 

sita-3P-Sg        guests-Dat           food   serve-pst 

„Sita  served  the  food  to  the  guests‟ 

 

2.7.3.2.Finiteness 

In Gojapuri, finite verbs are formed by adding different suffixes of tense and 

agreement to the verb root. The formations of the verb /dekʰə/ „to see‟ for three 

different persons and different tenses are given below. 

Tense: verbs are morphologically marked for three way opposition of tense as 

1. Present 

2. Past 

3. Future 

Following are the person wise tense formations in Gojapuri taking / dekʰə/ „see‟ as the 

model verb root. 
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Present Tense 

Markers –  ,  , ɑ  

Person Singular Plural 

First /m             tʃiɖi ne       dekʰə/ 

1P-Sg         bird           See-Pr 

„I see the bird‟ 

/həm           tʃiɖi ne        dekʰ /  

1P-Pl           bird            See-Pr 

„We see the bird‟ 

Second /tum        pərində     dekʰə           kəre/ 

2P-Sg      bird          See-Pr          Aux 

„You ( Sg) see the bird‟ 

 

/təm       pərində     dekʰ  / 

2P-Pl        bird         See-Pr    

„You (Pl) see the bird‟ 

Third /vo               tʃiɖi nə        dekʰə        kəre/ 

3P-Sg-Mas  bird         See-Pr     Aux 

„He sees the bird‟ 

/vo               kuɖi   tʃiɖi    dekʰə     kəre/ 

3P-Sg-Fem  girl     bird    See-Pr   Aux             

„She sees the bird‟ 

/vo     pərində     dekʰ           kərə/ 

3P-Pl  bird          See-Pr        Aux 

„They see the bird‟ 

 

Past Tense  

Person Singular Plural 

First /mɛ ne         tʃiɖi         ɖeʈʰo / 

1P-Sg          bird         See-Pst 

„I saw the bird‟ 

/həm ne     kəɡ      ɖeʈʰo  / 

1P-Pl          bird     See-Pst 

„We saw the bird‟ 

Second /tʊmne          pərində     ɖeʈʰo/ 

2P-Sg            bird           See-Pst 

„You (Sg) saw the bird‟ 

/tʊmne     pərində      ɖeʈʰə/  

2P-Pl           bird         See-Pst 

„You (Pl) saw the bird‟ 

Third /ʊsne               kəɡ          ɖeʈʰo / 

3P-Sg-Mas      bird         See-Pst 

„He saw the bird‟ 

/ʊs                   kʊɽi ne     kəɡ         ɖeʈʰo/ 

3P-Sg-Fem      girl         bird        See-Pst 

„She saw the bird‟ 

/ʊne       pərində       ɖeʈʰo/ 

3P-Pl         bird           See-Pst 

„They saw the bird‟ 
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Future Tense 

Person Singular Plural 

First /mɛ       tʃiɖi     ɖeʈʰ  ɡə    dʒi/ 

1P-Sg    bird     See-Fut     ? 

„I will see the bird‟ 

/həm      pərində     dekʰ  ɡə/ 

1P-Pl      bird           See-Fut 

„We will see the bird‟ 

Second /təm       pərində      dekhɑ  ɡə/ 

2P-Sg      bird           See-Fut 

„You (Sg) will see the bird‟ 

/təm       pərində      dekʰ  ɡə/ 

2P-Pl       bird           See-Fut 

„You (Pl) will see the bird‟ 

Third /vo                pərində     dekʰɑ  ɡə/ 

3P-Sg-Mas    bird          See-Fut 

„He will see the bird‟ 

/vo                pərində       dekʰɑ  ɡi/ 

3P-Sg-Fem   bird            See-Fut 

„She saw the bird‟ 

/vo        tʃiɖi ne       dekʰ  ɡe/ 

3P-Pl     bird           See-Fut 

„They will see the bird‟       

 

2 .7 .4 .  AS P E C T  

The verb's aspect refers to the frequency or the duration of an action. This 

information is grammatically marked in a number of languages. Languages 

often make a basic distinction between complete one-time actions called 

"perfective" and ongoing or incomplete actions labeled "imperfective" Other 

aspects include the "progressive" (for actions in progress at a given time, 

like was studying) or the "frequentative" (actions done over and again 

like keep studying). Crucially, pay attention to the difference between aspect 

and tense Aspect 

These are three aspects in Gojapuri– 

1. Imperfective 

2.  Perfective 

3. Habitual 

 

1. Imperfective Aspect 

It depicts an action which is incomplete in the past or the present or in future tenses. 
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Examples- 

Present continuous markers for different persons and present imperfective aspect for 

verb root /dekʰə/ in the past and future imperfective aspect are – 

Present imperfective 

Person Singular Plural 

First /mɛ       tʃidi           dekʰə  kərʊ  / 

1SG      bird         see-PRS.iPFV.1SG 

„I am seeing the bird‟ 

/həm    tʃidi           dekʰə  kərɑ / 

1PL      bird         see-PRS.iPFV.1PL 

„We are seeing the bird‟ 

Second /təm       tʃidi           dekʰə  kəre/ 

2SG       bird            see-PRS.iPFV.2SG 

„You(sg) are seeing the bird‟ 

/tʊm      tʃidi          dekʰə kəre/ 

2PL       bird          see-PRS.iPFV.2PL 

„You(pl) are seeing the bird‟ 

Third /vo        tʃidi       nə -dekʰə kəre/  

3SG  bird            see-PRS.iPFV.3SG.MAS 

„He is seeing the bird‟ 

/vo        tʃidi           dekʰə kəre/  

3SG      bird            see-PRS.iPFV.FEM 

„She is seeing the bird‟ 

/vo       tʃidi           nə -dekʰə kəre/  

3PL      bird           see-PRS.iPFV.3PL 

„They are seeing the bird‟ 

 

Past imperfective 

Person Singular Plural 

First /mɛ      is     tʃidi     nu- dekʰə- kərʊ- tʰə/ 

1SG            bird       see-iFPV.PST.SG 

„I was seeing the bird‟ 

/həm    is   tʃidi     nu- dekʰə- kərʊ- tʰə/ 

1PL           bird          see-iFPV.PST.PL 

„We were seeing the bird‟ 

Second /təme      is    tʃidi          nə- dekʰijə- tʰə/ 

2SG                bird           see-iFPV.PST.SG 

„You(sg) were seeing the bird‟ 

tus          is       tʃidi           nə- dekʰijə- tʰə/ 

2PL                  bird          see-iFPV.PST.PL 

„You(pl) were seeing the bird‟ 

Third /vo    i  tʃidi       nu- dekʰijə- tʰə/ 

3SG     bird       see-iFPV.PST.MAS.SG 

„He was seeing the bird‟ 

 

vo  bi        tʃidi             ne- dekʰijə- kəre 

3PL           bird              see-iFPV.PST.PL 

„They were seeing the bird‟ 
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/vo    bi   tʃidi    ni- dekʰija- tʰi/ 

3SG      bird      see-iFPV.PST.FEM.SG 

„She was seeing the bird‟ 

 

Future imperfective 

Person Singular Plural 

First /mɛ      tʃənd    ne-dekʰə         kəro tʰo/ 

1SG   moon   see-iMFV.SG  be-FUT.SG 

„i will be seeing the moon‟ 

/həm      tʃənd         ne-dekʰə           kəro tʰo/ 

1PL        moon    see-iMFV.PL     be-FUT.PL 

„We will be seeing the bird‟ 

Second /təm    tʃənd    ne-dekʰtə         hoɖə/ 

1SG     moon  see-iMFV.SG     be-FUT.SG 

„You(sg) will be seeing the moon‟ 

/təm    tʃənd         ne-dekʰtə          hoɖə/ 

1PL     moon       see-iMFV.PL      be-FUT.PL 

„You(pl) will be seeing the bird‟ 

 

Third /vo    tʃənd   dekʰtə          hoɖə/ 

1SG moon see-iMFV.SG be-FUT.MAS.SG 

„He will be seeing the moon‟ 

 

/vo        tʃənd     dekʰtə        hoɖə/ 

1SG   moon   see-iMFV.SG  be-FUT.FEMS 

„She will be seeing the moon‟ 

/vo      tʃənd        dekʰtə                hoɖə/ 

1PL     moon     see-iMFV.PL     be-FUT.PL 

„They will be seeing the moon‟ 

 

Perfective Aspect 

The examples in Gojapuri are  

Present Perfective 

Person Singular Plural 

First /mɛne   je   tʃidi           ɖeʈʰə tʰə  dʒi/ 

1SG            bird          see-PRS.PFV 

„I have seen the bird‟ 

/həm  je   tʃidi           ɖeʈʰə tʰə  dʒi/ 

1PL         bird            see-PRS.PFV 

„We have seen the bird‟ 

Second /təm bi  je     tʃidi          ɖeʈʰə tʰə dʒi/ 

2SG              bird          see-PRS.PFV 

/təmɳe bi  je     tʃidi          ɖeʈʰə tʰə dʒi/ 

2PL                   bird         see-PRS.PFV 
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„You(sg) have seen the bird‟ „You(pl) have seen the bird‟ 

Third /usne         tʃidi            ɖeʈʰo vi je/   

3SG           bird             see-PRS.PFV 

„He has seen the bird‟ 

 

/usne         tʃidi            ɖeʈʰo vi je/   

3SG          bird              see-PRS.PFV 

„She has seen the bird‟ 

ʊnu  ne      tʃidi            ɖeʈʰə  vi/ 

3PL            bird             see-PRS.PFV.3PL 

„They have seen the bird‟ 

 

Past Perfective 

Person Singular Plural 

First /ʊsne  bi jo    tʃidi       ɖeʈʰo            ʈʰo   dʒi/ 

1SG               bird         see-PFV     PST 

„i had seen the bird‟ 

həmne     tʃidi               ɖeʈʰo             tʰo 

/1PL         bird              see-PFV         PST 

„We had seen the bird‟ 

Second /təm          tʃidi              dekʰijo               tʰo/ 

2SG           bird             see-PFV         PST 

„You(sg) had seen the bird‟ 

/təmne     tʃidi                dekʰijo              tʰo/ 

2PL         bird                 see-PFV         PST 

„You(pl) had seen the bird‟ 

Third /ʊsne        tʃidi            ɖeʈʰo    vi      tʰo/   

3SG         bird            see-PFV         PST 

„He had seen the bird‟ 

 

/ʊsne        tʃidi            ɖeʈʰo    vi           tʰo/   

3SG          bird              see-PFV          PST 

„She had seen the bird‟ 

 

 

 

 

Habitual Aspect 

It describes an action which happens/happened or will happen habitually or regularly. 

Habitual 

Examples- 
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/mɛ          dəftər              nəv bədʒe             dʒəjə                 kəro ɡə/ 

1SG         office             nine o‟clock           go-iNF.SG       PST.SG 

„I used to go to office at 9 o'clock‟ 

/təm        dəftər               nəv bədʒe             dʒəjə                kəro ɡə 

2SG        office-DAT      nine o‟clock         go-iNF.SG       PST.PL 

„You(sg) used to go to office at 9 o'clock‟ 

/həm     dəftər                  nəv bədʒe           dʒəjə                 kəro ɡə 

2SG       office-DAT       nine o‟clock        go-iNF.SG       PST.PL 

„We used to go to office at 9 o'clock‟ 

 

2.7.5. Mood 

Languages may indicate the verb's mood, which is the speaker's manner of 

construing the action. Common moods may relate facts or declarations (the 

so-called factitive, realis, indicative or declarative moods), ask questions (the 

interrogative mood) or make counter-to-fact statements (subjunctive, optative, 

conditional, irrealis and many other moods). Few languages mark very many 

moods (English uses "modal verbs" like can or should to stand in for most of 

these ideas), but languages the world over have a cumulative variety of ways 

to express mood.  

From the given data we have following types of moods in the Gojapuri language 

which are presented below: 

 Indicative Mood:  Most verbs in this language used are in indicative mood, which 

indicates the action. 

                 /je            məre                əndər        hɛ/ 

                3SG          home-DAT     LOC          be.AUX 

                „He is in the house‟ 

                                   / ɡɑ                  dʊdɨ               de-he/ 

               cow              milk               give-PRS.FEM.3SG 
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              „The cows give milk‟ 

 

Imperative Mood: 

It is a ɡrammatical mood that forms commands or requests includinɡ the ɡivinɡ of 

prohibition, or any kind of advice or exhortation. An example of a verb in the 

imperative mood is used in the Gojapuri sentences:  

 

/meri                   kʊɽi                 ne bʊləv/ 

2SG.GEN          daughter          call-PRS 

„Call your daughter‟ 

/kʰəni                pʊno                 dʒi/ 

grass                 remove 

„Remove the grass‟ 

Subjunctive Mood: In the subjunctive mood, the sense is to suppose or desire an 

action. 

Examples: 

        /mɛ            bəlrijə       to       mɛ      kəl                əvʊɡi/ 

        1SG          well          if        1SG   tomorrow     be-FUT 

       „If i am well i will come tomorrow‟ 

 

 

 

Optative mood: 

 The optative mood is expressed in following way in Gojapuri 
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/ise         dʒəne           do/ 

3PL          go-OBL        do-? 

„Let him go‟ 

 

/isko       dʒəne          do/  

3PL          go-OBL        do-? 

„Let it go‟ 

 

Interrogative mood:  

Examples: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.7.6. Infinitives 

An infinitive is a verbal that can function as a noun, adjective or an adverb. 

Examples- 

/mɛ       tənʊ      əɳo      ko       kəho        tʰo/ (gloss) 

I told you to come‟ 

/bohət        loɡ         pɛsə       ikʰʈe      kːrnə     tʃəv       hɛ/ (gloss) 

/terə               nəv          kijo        dʒi/  

2SG.PL         name        what 

„What is your name? 

/ke                 je             teri                 behən     hɛ/ 

3SG.FEM     what        2SG-GEN       sister       be.AUX            

„Is she your sister?‟ 
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„Many men desire to make money quickly‟ 

2.7.7. Participles 

A participle is a verbal that function as an adjective. 

Examples- 

 /tʃəp hʊvi kitəb/           „Printed books‟ 

/tʃəp hʊvi            kitəb           pəɖno              əstən                 hɛ/ 

     print-PFV          book-PL       read-iNF       ABL-easy         be-PRS       

    „Printed books are easy to read‟ 

 

    /tʃeɖe pəl/        „fallen fruits‟ 

   /ʊs ne                        tʃeɖe              pəl        ikʰte                  kije/ 

   3SG.FEM-OBL        fall-PFV        fruit      collect-OBL       do-?               

   „She collected the fallen fruits‟ 

 

Negation  

In Gojapuri, negative verbs are realized mostly by particles like   /ni/ /nɑhi/ /nə/ 

Examples- 

/je            kʰəɳe            ki hehi         ni/ 

PROX      eat-?              able            NEG 

„This is not edible‟ 

/mɛ             jo           kəm             ni         kərənə/ 

1SG           DET        work           NEG        do.PST   ? 

„I should not have done the work‟ 

 /vo                      nəhi              kər            səkte/ 

 PROX               NEG              do-?                ? 

 „They cannot do it‟ 
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 /əɡ         kolo         nə            jəv / 

  Fire       near        NEG        go 

  „Do not go near the fire‟ 

2.7.8. Adjectives 

The words that refer to the main set of items which specify the attributes of 

noun are termed as adjectives. In Gojapuri adjectives occur before noun and 

remain unchanged for any change in gender and number. The following are the types 

of adjectives found in Gojapuri Language. 

 

2.7.8.1. Attributive Adjectives  

These are noun phrase headed by the modifier noun. 

For example: 

/soɳə           dʒəɡət/ 

good            boy 

„The good boy‟ 

/tʃələk         kʊɽi       hɛ/ 

Clever         girl  

„The clever girl‟ 

/soɳɑ           dʒəɡət/ 

good           child  

„The good child‟ 

 

2.7.8.1. Predicative Adjectives-  

Example: 
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2.7.10. Adverb 

An adverb is the part of speech (or word class) primarily used to modify a verb, 

adjective, or any other adverb. 

/vo                      kʊɽi             dori             hɛ/ 

DEM.SG            girl             deaf             be-PRS 

„That girl is deaf‟ 

/vo                      ədmi        moʈo                hɛ/ 

DEM.SG            man          fat                  be.PRS 

„That man is fat‟ 

 

 /vo               lok           bədʊr            hɛ/  

 DEM.PL      people       strong          be-PRS 

 „Those men are strong 

2.7.9. Numerals 

Gojapuri exhibits numerals of both the Cardinal and the ordinal type: 

Cardinal Numerals  

GOJAPURi GLOSS 

/ek/ One 

/do/ Two 

/tre/ Three 

/tʃər/ Four 

/pəndʒɨ/ Five 

/tʃʰe/ Six 

/sətɨ/ Seven 

/əʈʰɨ/ Eight 

/no/ Nine 

/dəsɨ/ Ten 
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Examples – 

 /dʒor          se         nə        bolo/ 

 Loudly       LOC    NEG     speak 

 „Do not speak loudly‟ 

 /astə            te                     bolo/ 

 slowly          LOC                talk 

 „Speak slowly‟ 

 

 /dekʰ ke      sʊno                 likʰo/ 

Write          Neatly               write  

„Write the words neatly‟ 

In Gojapuri adverbs occur before the verb. Here we have following three types of 

adverbs. These are the place adverbials. For example: 

2.7.10.1. Adverb of Place:  

Place adverbials also precede the verb. For example 

Gojapuri Gloss 

Ot „Thereʼ 

itə „Hereʼ 

 

2.7.10.2 Adverb of Manner:  

Like all other adverbs this type also occurs before the verb. For example: 

 

Gojapuri Gloss 

/sʊno/ „Neatly‟ 

/dʒor se/ „Loudly‟ 

/əstə te/ „Slowly‟ 

 

 

2.7.10.2. Adverb of Time  
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Gojapuri Gloss 

/ʃəm/ Evening 

/sɛ  pehər/ „Afternoon‟ 

/həmeʃə/ „Always‟ 

/ədʒ/ „Today‟ 

                            

2.7.11. Gerund  

Gerund is a form of verb that acts like a noun. They can follow adjectives and 

other verbs. Since it is a kind of noun, it may be the subject or object to some verb. 

 Some examples of gerund in Gojapuri are as following: 

/ɡoɽa         di nel        doɖɑ                  kɑre/ 

 horse        by-PP       run-GER           do-PRS            

„Running is done by the horse‟ 

/teri  mɑrna    sihət     ke lije     tik      hɛ/ 

Swim-GER    health  for-PP  good do-PRS   

 „Swimmimɡ  is ɡood for health‟ 

/bidi  pini        sijɑt      vɑste       hɑni kɑrək   hɛ/ 

Smoke-GER  health     for-PP    dangerous be-PRS         

„Smokinɡ is danɡerous to health‟ 

/təm loɡ       paɖtɑ  i                   ni/ 

2PL              read-PRS-PRG      NEG   

„You(pl) are not readinɡ‟ 

/vo                jɑ             ɑ ja                     kareɡa dʒi/ 

3SG. MAS  PROX     come.-PRS       do-prs-prg 

„He is coming here‟   

/dʒaɡət      kʰeɖɑ     kəra   dʒi/ 

boy       play.CONT    do-PRS 

„The boy is playing‟ 

 

2.7.12. Infinitive 

An Infinitive form is to + the verb. Some verbs can take either the gerund or the 
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infinitive with no loss of meaning. These infinitives sometimes act as nouns.  

Some of the examples in Gojapuri are as following: 

 

/har ek      ɑdmi ne          pəntʃajət  vɑste      ɑɳo             dʒi/ 

everybody man-ERG     meeting  for-PP     come –PRS    be-PRS. 

„Everybody has to come for the meeting‟ 

/mɛ    dəftɑr    nɑv bɑdʒe     dʒɑjɑ kəro ɡɑ/  

1SG   office    9 O‟clock        go-PST        ʔ 

 „I used to go to office at 9 o'clock‟ 

/vo   nɑv bədʒe  bəzɑr        dʒɑjɑ   kərɑ tʰɑ/ 

he 9 O‟clock      market     go-PST   be-pst        

„He used to go to market (bazaar) at 9 o'clock‟ 

/ɪsne je pʰəl     kʰɑɳɑ   bɑɖo       pəsɑnd tʰɑrɑ/ 

Prox   fruit       eat        Int           like -PRS 

„He likes to eat fruit‟ 

/bohət loɡ        pɛsa          ikʰʈe      kərnɑ              tʃɑv hɛ/ 

many   men     money     earn      do-PRS  like   AUX 

„Many men desire to make money quickly‟ 

/mɛ  tɑnu ɑɳo ko  kɑho      tʰo/ 

1SG   2SG Come-INF tell-Pst         

„I told you to come‟ 

/pərinda ɡɑɳɑ    pəsɑnd    kəre            hɛ/ 

bird-PL  sing       like          do-PRS      be-PRS   

„Birds love to sinɡ‟ 

/ɪsnɑ bəɖo pəsɑnd kʰɑɳo pəkɑɳo/ 

3PL.FEM             INT                    like-PRS                 food                    cook-INF 

„She said that she likes to cook‟ 

 

 

Beside “to” infinitives also include the words like shall, will, do, did, should, would, 

may, might, can, could etc.  
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/tu     jo              kəre                          ɡo/ 

2SG   PROX     can-MOD                do-PRS 

„Can you do it?‟ 

 

2.7.13. Participle 

A participle is a word that shares some characteristics of both verbs and adjectives. It 

is also called verbal adjective. A participle is a word formed from a verb that can 

function as part of a verb phrase. In Gojapuri some examples are as under: 

 

fall-PST    fruit 

„fallen fruits‟ 

/ʊs ne            tʃeɖe       pʰəl      ikʰte                 kɪje/ 

3SG.FEM      fallen     fruit       pick-PST        do -PRS               

„she collected the fallen fruits‟ 

print-PST    book 

„printed books‟ 

/tʃɑp huvi      kɪtɑb     pɑɖno  əstɑn     hɛ/ 

print-PST       book     read     easy       be-PRS   

„printed books are easy to read‟ 

 

2.7.14. Causation 

Causation indicates that a subject causes someone or something else to do or be 

something, or causes a change in state of something. It brings in a new argument (A) 

i.e. the causer, into a transitive clause, with the original S becoming the O. 

Some examples of causation in Gojapuri are: 

/mɛ    mulɑzɪm  ko            ɖoɡi   mɛ        kɑm      kərɑv / 

1SG    servant -DAT         feild in-PP      work    Make-PRS     

„I make the servant work in the field‟ 

 /me/                   (I)                     causer 
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/karaːv /            (Make)              cause 

/mulɑzɪm/          (Servant)           original subject/object 

 /kam/                  (Work)             verb 

Here „I‟ is the causer and servant is the original subject. 

A (I) causes S (servant) act in a particular manner and thus S becomes O 

/mɛ     loka na                 hasavo/ 

1SG   people-Dat            laugh-make 

„I make the people laugh‟ 

/mɛ/             (I)                  causer 

/vo/              (Make)          cause 

/lokɑ/           (People)        original subject/ object 

/həsɑvo/      (Laugh)          verb 

Here „I‟ is the causer and „People‟ are the original subjects. 

A (I) causes S (People) act in a particular manner and thus S becomes O 

/mɛ    ɡoɽɑ nɑ   doɖɑvu/ 

1SG   horse      run-make 

„ɪ am making the horse run‟ 

  /mɛ/            (I)                            causer 

  /vu/             (Making)                 cause 

  /ɡoɽɑ/         (Horse)                    original subject/ object 

  /ɖoɖɑ/         (Run)                       verb 

Here „I‟ is the causer and „Horse‟ is the original subject. 

A (I) causes S (horse) act in a particular manner and thus S becomes O 

2.7.15. Reflexivization 
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In Gojapuri, reflexivization is marked by using the reflexive pronouns. In the process 

of reflexivization in Gojapuri, the reflexive pronoun is preceeded by the nominative 

case. The reflexive pronouns used to mark reflexivization are nɨ, əi. 

Some of the examples of reflexivation are: 

/mɛ   pətɑŋ     ɑp                  bənɑjo/ 

1SG kite        1SG.POS      make 

„I made the kite myself‟ 

 

/tu        lir ɑp                        doje/ 

2SG    cloth-PL REF-PR     wash 

„You wash the clothes yourself‟ 

 

/pɑnɖo      ɑp                               toje ɡi/ 

 pot           3SG.FEM.POS           lift be-PRS 

„She lifted the pot herself‟ 

 

/ʊno ne        ɡɑr         ɑp               bənɑjo/ 

3PL-ERG    house     3PL POS     make 

„They built the house themselves‟ 

 

/je             ɑpe            mɑre           ɡɪjo/ 

PROX      REF-PR    die               be-PST    

„It died by itself‟ 

 

 

 

 

 

2.7.16. Postpositions 
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A word or morpheme placed after the word it governs. In Gojapuri it has been seen 

that in most of the cases postposition is followed by the verb and preceeded by the 

object.  

/mɛ no    ɑpno                        dʒeɡ tʰe          duk         hɛ/ 

1SG       my(1SG.POSS)       son for-PP       sorry      be-PRS     

„I feel sorry for my son‟ 

/vo                       buʈo    tʰe                            sove                    jɑ/ 

 3SG (subject)     tree(object) under- PP       sleep-PL(verb)    be-PRS           

„He sleeps under the tree‟ 

/vo                    len           me                 pɛle                hɛ/ 

3SG(subject)    line         in-LOC          before-PP      (verb) aux      

„He is before you in the line‟ 
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3. SYNTAX 
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Syntax is the study of the principles and rules for constructing phrases and sentences 

in natural languages and rules governing the order of combining the words to form 

sentences in a language. The syntax of Gojapuri is discussed below. 

 

3.1. Word-Order 

Word order is the study of the order of the syntactic constituents of a language. The 

primary word order that is of interest is the relative ordering of subject, object, and 

verb in a sentence. The Word order in Gojapuri is of SOV (subject-object-verb) 

pattern. 

Examples:- 

/m ː                     tʃɪɖi ne                  dekʰɑ               tʰu/ 

 

 1Sg                      Bird                       See-Prs                ? 

 

  S                           O                V 

„I see the bird‟ 

 

/həm                       tʃiɖiː ne                  dekʰ ː/  

 

1PL                        Bird                      See-Prs 

 

S                       O                       V 

„We see the bird 

 

 

 

/vo                   is tʃiɖiː nə               dekʰɑ                 kəre/ 

 

3Sg                    Bird                       See-Prs                 Aux 

 

S                       O                           V 

 

„He sees the bird‟ 

 

 

/vo                     kɑɡ                        dekʰ ː                  kərɑ       dʒiː/ 
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3PL                    Bird            See-Prs                 Aux        ? 

 

S                          O                             V 

 

„They see the bird‟ 

 

 

/həm            bəzɑr              dʒɑ/ 

 

1PL                   Market              Go-Prs 

 

S               O            V 

 

„We go to the  market‟ 

 

 

/vo                    bəzɑr               dʒe/ 

 

3Sg                   Market                    Go-Prs 

 

S                       O                           V 

 

„They go to the market‟ 

 

 

/tʊm                     pə:ɳi:                  təpəjɑ         kɑre/ 

 

2SG                     water                  boil-Prs       ? 

 

S                          O                           V 

 

„You boil water‟ 

 

 

/ʊs ne                   kɑm         niːtʰɑ              kije/ 

 

3SG                      work          Neg                do-Pst 

 

S                           O                     V 

 

„He did not do the work‟ 

 

/mɛ                     ɡoɽə nɑ                 doɖɑv ː/ 

 

1SG                    horse                      run-Prs 

S                           O                           V 
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„ɪ run the horse‟ 

 

 

/mɛ                    roʈiː                          kʰɑvo           tʰi/ 

 

1SG                   bread                        eat-Prs           ? 

 

S                        O                     V 

 

„I eat the bread‟ 

 

/kʰɑ ni          pʊno             

Grass          remove-imp   

   O                  V 

„Remove the grass‟ 

 

/ɖerə                  dʒɑo/ 

 

Home                 Go-imp 

 

  S                     V 

 

„Go home‟ 

 

3.2. Types of Sentences 

The sentences in Gojapuri can be classified into 

i. Simple 

ii. Complex 

iii. Compound 

The examples are given below according to the data – 

3.2.1. Simple Sentences: 

A simple sentence is the one that has only one Finite verb expressed or understood. 

Examples of simple sentences in Gojapuri are as follows- 

/tʊm             pərindɑ              dekʰɑ            kəre/ 

 

2Sg                    Bird                  See-Prs           Aux 

 

„You  see the bird‟ 
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/vo                   is tʃiɖiː nə          dekʰɑ            kəre/ 

 

3Sg                    Bird                       See-Prs                 Aux 

 

„He sees the bird‟ 

 

 

/vo                     kɑɡ                        dekʰɑ ː                  kərɑ      dʒiː/ 

 

3PL                    Bird                       See-Prs                  Aux      ? 

 

„They see the bird‟ 

 

 

/həm           bəzɑr           dʒɑ/ 

 

1PL                    Market                 Go-Prs 

 

„We go to the market‟ 

 

/təm           bəzɑr                dʒe/ 

 

2Sg                    Market                  Go-Prs 

 

„You go to the market‟ 

 

/vo                          bəzɑr                    dʒe/ 

 

3Sg                         Market                 Go-Prs 

 

„They go to the market‟ 

 

 

/m ː                     tʃiɖiː ne                 dekʰɑ               tʰu/ 

 

 1Sg                      Bird                      See-Prs               ? 

„I see the bird‟ 

/həm                       tʃiɖiː ne                   dekʰ ː/  

 

1PL                        Bird                      See-Prs 

 

„We see the bird‟ 

/tʊmne                 pərindɑ                      ɖeʈʰo/ 
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   2Sg                    Bird                            See-Pst 

 

„You saw the bird‟ 

 

 

 

/ʊne                    pərindɑ                      ɖeʈʰo/ 

 

3PL                      Bird                            See-Pst 

„They saw the bird‟ 

 

b) Copular or Verbal Sentences 

A copula is a linking verb. It has no independent meaning of its own unlike other 

verbs such as /kʰɑvɑ/ „to eat‟, /kʰulɑvɑ/ „to feed‟. The main copula is /hɛ/.    The 

complement of the copula /hɛ/ can be a predicate noun, predicate adjective or 

predicate adverb. 

Examples in Gojapuri Language are 

Predicate Noun 

a)  /ɑk                  ɡʰɑr           hɛ/ 

       Det                 house        is 

      „This is a house‟ 

 

b). /vo                 ɡoɽo         hɛ/ 

      Prox-Sg         horse         is 

  „That is a horse‟ 

 

c).  /ik                ek           biliː          hɛ/ 

      Prox-Sg        a              cat           is 

   „Here is a cat‟ 

d). /mero           nɑm        nəriːmɑ        hɛ/ 
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      1Sg-Gen         name        narima          is 

   „My name is Narima‟ 

 

Predicate adjective 

a) /je              lok                lemɑ           hɛ/ 

     Prox-Pl      man-Pl          tall-Adj         is 

  „These men are tall‟ 

 

b) /vo               ɑdmiː       moʈo           hɛ/ 

      Rem-Sg      man         fat-adj         is 

    „That man is fat‟ 

 

c). /vo              lok             bɑdʊr       hɛ/ 

    Rem-Pl        man-Pl         strong           is 

     „Those men are strong‟ 

 

d). /vo                  kuɖiː           dori          hɛ/ 

    Rem-Sg            girl             deaf-Adj        is 

  „That girl is deaf‟  

 

Predicate Adverb: 

a) /vo           ʊt               kʰəɖi         hɛ/ 

   Rem-Sg     there-Adv      stand              is 

 „She stands there‟ 

 

b) /meri          bijɑn           ite                hɛ/ 



 
 

 

Page 76 
 

   1Sg-Gen        sister-Pl      here-Adv       is 

  „My sisters are here‟ 

 

c). /ik                 ek                bili           hɛ/ 

    here-Adv       a                  cat              is 

  „Here is a cat‟ 

3.2.2. Compound Sentences:  

A compound sentence is a sentence which contains two or more than two coordinate 

clauses. There are certain instances wherein Gojapuri people do not use any 

conjuction in compound sentences. 

Examples of the compound sentences in Gojapuri are as follows- 

 

/tijɑɖi        mədʒori         kərni      rɑt         sodʒɑ ɳəvo/ 

 

Day           work-Prs        Aux       night     sleep-Prs 

 

„Work in the day and sleep at night‟ 

 

/koji           mətʃʰi          bəɖiː          koji        niki/ 

 

Some          fish             big             some      small   

             

„Some fish are big and some are small‟ 

 

/ek              koto         or          ek         biliː     iːt/ 

 

  A             dog          and          a          cat      here 

 

„Here is a cat and a dog‟ 

/mɛ   kəl         ɑnɖə         tʰo    pər   mɛ    biːmɑr  hoɡiːni  nəhiː ɑjiː/ 

 

1Sg  yestrday come-Pr     Aux   But  1Sg  ill     fell do-Pst  not  come  

        

„i would have come yesterday but due to my ill health i did not come‟ 
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/ɑʈʰ bədʒe     rolo     pijo     niki dəi   kɑm  pər tʃəle/ 

 

 8  O‟clock   siren    blow-Pst  people work  for  move-Pst   

 

„The siren blew at 8 O'Clock and people started working‟ 

 

/mɛ       ədʒ      diʈʰɑniː         te    mɛ      dərjɑ   ɡe      niː/ 

 

1Sg  today    find-Prs Neg     so    1Sg    river   go-Pr  Neg 

 

„i could not find my fishing net so i did not go to the river today‟ 

 

/mɛrɑ      pɑsɑ    dəi           nəi        mɛ   mɑru ɡiː təmne/ 

 

1Sg-Gen money  give-Prs otherwise 1P-Sg beat-Fut  2Sg 

 

„You return the money otherwise you will get a beating‟ 

 

 

/is             sɑl      badal    ni        tʃəɖe           ni   məkɑ   hojiː  niː/ 

 

Prox-Sg    year    cloud   Neg  receive-Prs hence  maize     be-Pst Neg 

 

„We did not receive the rain sufficiently hence the crops were not 

good‟ 

 

 

3.3.3. Complex Sentences 

 

A sentence having one principal clause followed by one or more subordinate clauses is        

known as a complex sentence. 

  

Examples of the complex sentences with subordinate clauses  in the 

Gojapuri are as follows; 

 

/jo          vo            kuto        dʒi ne bətʃe ko kɑɖo/ 

 

Prox.Sg   Cor          dog        Rel   boy-Acc bite-Pst   

 

„This is the dog that bit the boy‟ 

 

 

/dʒoɖo   ɑdmiː   kəl   mərɡəjo  bəɖo kəlɑkɑr  tʰo/ 

  

 Pro-Rel   man yesterday die-Pst great   singer  be-Pst 

  



 
 

 

Page 78 
 

„The man who died yesterday was a singer‟ 

 

/dʒis      kʊɖiː        ke: nɑl   təm ɳe  ɡəl  kijɑ  meriː  pehəɳ  hɛ dʒiː/ 

 

Pro-Rel woman      with   2Sg-Erg  talk  do-Pst 1Sg-Gen sister  be-Prs 

 

„The woman who you talked to is my sister‟ 

 

/j ː              vohi         ɑdmiː    hɛ         dʒis    ke     ɳɑl      milijo         tʰo  dʒiː/ 

  

Prox.Sg     Cor         man    be-Prs          Rel    with            meet-Pst      Aux  ? 

 

„This is the man whom i met yesterday‟ 

 

 

/je           vo          ədmiː hɛ      dʒiːs ke    kurtiː     rɑt        tʃor        le ɡəjo/ 

 

Prox.Sg   Cor    man  be-Pr      Rel Gen    shirt       night      thief       steal-Pst 

  

„This is the man whose shirt was stolen last night‟ 

 

/jo          vohi      ʈok       hɛ            dʒiːs mɛ      m ːriː  ɡ ː car ː/ 

 

Prox.Sg   Cor      place    be-Prs      Rel          1Sg-Gen cow graze-Prs 

 

„This is the place where the cows graze‟ 

 

3.3. Other Syntactic Constructions 

3.3.1. Causation 

 The causative sentences are formed by suffixing causative marker to the verb which 

varies according to the person. Causative indicates that a subject causes someone or 

something else to do or be something. 

Examples  

 

 

/mɛ       dɑjiː                  kʊlu         bətʃtʃe  ni        dud             pilɑv ː/ 

 

1SG     nurse-ABL      make      baby             milk        feed-CAUS  PRS             
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„I make the nurse feed the baby‟ 

 

 

/mɛ        lokɑ nɑ                 həsɑvo/ 

 

1SG        people-DAT          laugh-CAUS  PRS 

 

„I make the people laugh‟ 

 

 

mɛ       ɡoɽa nɑ                     doɖɑvu/ 

 

1SG     horse-ABL                run-CAUS  PRS 

 

„I am making the horse run‟ 

 

3.3.2. Negation 

Negation is a morpho-syntactic operation in which a lexical item denies or inverts the 

meaning of another lexical item or construction. In an ordered sentence the negative 

element comes with the verb of the sentence. 

Examples 

 

 

/je            kʰɑɳe kiː        he hi          niː/ 

  

PROX       eat-?             able            NEG 

 

„This is not edible‟ 

 

 

 

/mɛ         jo       kɑm            niː         kərənɑ/ 

 

1SG        DET    work           NEG      do.PST   

  

„I should not have done the work‟ 

/vo         nəhiː          kər  səkte/ 

2PL        NEG          do.PST         

„They cannot do it‟ 
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/kɑm      hojo       niː          puro/ 

Work      DET      NEG       do.PST 

„The work was not done‟ 

 

/əɡ          kolo      nɑ          jɑv / 

Fire         near      NEG       go 

„Do not go near the fire‟ 

 

3.3.3. Passivisation 

Passivization indicates that the subject is the patient or recipient of action denoted by 

the verb. A passive sentence is created from an active sentence by: 

i. Bringing object to the subject position. 

ii. Putting subject to the object position. 

iii. Adding „by‟ 

iv. Changing the verb form to its participle form. 

v. Examples: 

/tumɑrɑ       koʈ      siɖ kijɑ           kəre/ 

 

2SG.GEN    coat     stich-PASS      be.AUX 

 

„Your coat is being stitched‟ 

 

/roʈiː           vo              kʰɑjɑ            kəre/ 

               

bread          3SG.GEN    eat-PST         be-AUX 

 

„The bread is eaten by him‟ 

 

/pesɑ         mɛro        ko       lijɑtʰɑ/ 

Money      1SG         ?         take-PST 

„The money has been taken by me‟ 

 

/roʈiː          mɛ           kʰɑjɑ         kəre/ 
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Bread         1SG         eat-PST      be-AUX 

„Bread is being eaten by me‟ 

                                                     

3.3.4. Clauses 

A clause is essentially a phrase, but with a subject and a predicate. Clauses are either 

dependent or independent. An independent clause can exist by itself as a complete 

sentence, while a dependent clause cannot. 

Dependent or sub ordinate clauses: 

A dependent or subordinate clause depends on an independent clause to express its 

full meaning. These clauses begin with a dependent word, like a subordinating 

conjunction or a relative pronoun etc. 

In Gojapuri the conjunctions or interrogative adverbs or relative pronouns like kəb, 

“when” ke “what” kon “who” are used to form subordinate clauses. And sometimes 

the subordinate clauses are not marked by any conjunction or any adverb or relative 

pronoun but start directly by introducing the subject. 

Examples of subordinate clauses in Gojapuri: 

/jo                ɑdmiː ne       potʃʰo         vo                kəb         ɡijo           dʒi/ 

1ProxSg        man-Erg       ask-Pst       3SgMas         when      leave-Pst     ? 

„This man asked when he left.‟ 

/potʃʰo           ke                roʈi             təjɑr       hɛ/ 

Ask-imp        whether         dinner          ready      be-Prs 

„Ask whether dinner is ready.‟ 

Dependent clause can function as Nouns, Relative, and Adverbial. 

3.3.4.1. Noun Clause 
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A noun clause is a group of words that include a subject and a verb, and it functions 

as a noun. A noun clause is a subordinate clause, which means it is not a complete 

statement. As a dependent clause, it must connect to an independent clause (main 

clause).  A noun clause can act as the Subject, Object and the complement to the verb. 

3.3.4.2. As Subject to a Verb 

Examples 

/ke          ʊsne         kijo         mustəbɑ       hɛ              dʒiː/ 

whether      3Sg-Erg     do-Pst       doubtful        be -Prs          ? 

„Whether he did it is doubtful.‟ 

 

/usne:           istifo         dijo         ek       rɑz            hɛ            dʒiː/ 

3SgMas-Erg   resign       give-Pst      a       mystery        be-Prs       ? 

„Why he resigned is a mystery.‟ 

 

/vo         kəb             tʃəloɡo          kisiːne   pəto           niː/ 

3SgMas       when          go-prsprg         anyone       know-Prs     neg 

„When he is going is not known to anyone.‟ 

 

/vo              dʒəldiː     vəpəs     ɑv ːɡo      jəkiːniː      hɛ/ 

3Sg-Mas       soon       back      come-Fut   certain      be-Prs 

„That he will come soon is certain.‟ 

3.3.4.3. As an Object to verb 

Examples; 
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/həmne    potʃʰo      ʊskiː         umər      kiniː         dʒiː/ 

1Pl-Erg      ask-Pst     3SgGen        aɡe             how            ? 

„We asked how old he was.‟ 

 

/həmeʃɑ          voiː         kərɑ                   dʒoɖo         ətʃʰɑ     hɛ        dʒi/ 

Adv-Always    that       do-Prs 1Sg         whatever       good    be-Prs    ? 

„i always do whatever is right.‟ 

 

/ʊsne       vɑdɑ      kijo              vo    rʊpəijɑ   dʒəldiː   vəpəs  kəreɡo/ 

3Sg-Erg  promise make- Pst1Sg 3Sg  money  soon     back       pay-Fut1Sg 

„He promised that he would soon pay back the money.‟ 

 

/jo             ɑdmiː ne      potʃʰo       vo           kit         reh/ 

1ProxSg      man-Erg      ask-Pst    3SgFem       where        live-Pst 

„This man asked where she lived.‟ 

 

/jo       ɑdmiː ne      potʃʰo       vo               kəb    ɡijo            dʒi/ 

1sg        man-Erg      ask-Pst       3SgMas       when   leave-Pst     ? 

„This man asked where he went.‟ 

 

/kisiːne       pəto          niː     vo       kon        hɛ          dʒi:/ 

No one      know-Prs     neg    3Sg     who        be-Prs       ? 
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„No one knows who he is.‟ 

 

/potʃʰo      ke           roʈiː         təjɑr        hɛ/ 

Ask-imp    whether    dinner       ready     be-Prs 

„Ask whether dinner is ready.‟ 

 

3.3.4.4. As a Complement to verb 

Examples; 

/mero      jəkiːn     hɛ         vo     beɡənɑ     hɛ          dʒi/ 

1Sg-Gen     belief      be-Prs   3sg     innocent     be-Prs         ? 

„My belief is that he is innocent. 

/veso         hɛ         mɛ       tovəkkɑ      kijo tʰo/ 

Exactly     be-Prs 1Sg    expect          do-Pst 

„This is exactly what i expected.‟ 

 

/jo               hɛ        dʒisnɑ        kisiːne      pəto             niː/ 

1Sg Prox   be-Prs    what          no one       knows-Prs     neg 

„This is what no one knows.‟ 

 

 

/mero         jəkiːn           hɛ          vo             tʃor      hɛ/ 



 
 

 

Page 85 
 

1Sg-Gen        belief           be-Prs     3SgMas     thief     be-Prs 

 

„My belief is that he is a thief.‟ 

 

3.3.4.5. Adjective Clause 

An adjective clause is a dependent clause. It is a group of words that has both a 

subject and a verb that modifies a noun in a sentence. Adjective clauses are dependent 

clauses. Relative pronouns like dʒoɖo (which), dʒis (who), dʒi ne (that) are used to 

construct the relative clauses in Gojapuri and can be correlative wherein the head 

noun precedes the relative clause 

Examples: 

/dʒoɖo       ɑdmiː      kəl                mərɡəjo        bəɖo       kəlɑkɑr      tho/ 

Rel            man        yesterday        die-Pst         great       singer        be-Pst 

„The man who died yesterday was a singer.‟ 

 

/jo                vohi ʈok    hɛ       dʒiːs        mɛ        mɑ ːriː             ɡɑ ː                tʃərɑ ː/ 

 

Prox-Sg      Cor  place  is     Rel       in        1Sg-Gen       cow-Pl       graze-Prs 

 

That is the place where the cows graze 

 

/dʒis    kuɖiː       ke: nɑl    təm ɳe      ɡəl     kijɑ           meriː           behəɳ     hɛ       dʒiː/ 

    

Rel     woman      with      2Sg-Erg    talk     do-Pst     1Sg-Gen     sister     is        ? 

 

„The woman who talked to you is my sister.‟ 

 

 

/j ː             vohi        ɑdmiː   hɛ         dʒis     ke ɳɑl       milijo            tʰo      dʒiː/ 
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Prox.Sg     Cor       man    be-Prs  Rel     with        meet-Pst    Aux    ? 

 

„This is the man whom i met yesterday.‟ 

 

 

/jo           vo        kuto      dʒi ne       bətʃe ko     kɑɖo/ 

 

Prox.Sg     Cor     dog       Rel           boy-Acc    bite-Pst 

 

„This is the dog that bit the boy.‟ 

 

 

/je            vo        ədmiː     hɛ     dʒiːs ke     kurtiː      rɑt       tʃor      le ɡəjo/ 

 

Prox.Sg    Cor       man       is     Rel            shirt      night       thief      steal-Pst 

 

„This is the man whose shirt was stolen last night‟ 

 

 

/dʒis ne      jo             kɑntʃɨ      toɖe             ʊsne        bulɑkeleɑvo/ 

 

  Rel         Prox-Sg     glass       break-Prs       3Sg         call-imp 

 

„Call the boy who broke the glass.‟ 

 

3.3.4.6. Adverbial clause 

It too is a dependent clause which functions as an adverb and can modify a verb, an 

adjective or another adverb. It too contains a subject and a predicate like other 

clauses.  Adverb clauses show relationships such as time, cause, contrast and 

condition. Therefore, adverb clauses are classified into various types.  
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In Gojapuri various subordinating conjunctions like dʒe (if), pele (before), dʒiːs 

(where) dʒi toɖi (as far as), are used to form the adverb clauses.     

 

3.3.4.7. Adverbial Clause of Condition 

Talk about a possible or counterfactual situation and its consequences. 

In Gojapuri, conditional clauses are marked by the conjunction dʒe „if.‟ 

Examples: 

/dʒe   tu          toɖo             ɑje                  to         mɛ       is n ː        bəɖɡɑ lj ː/ 

 

if     2Sg      in time       come-Prs      then    1Sg   Prox-Sg   examine-FutPrs 

 

„if you come in timɛ we will examine this.‟ 

 

 

/pulis        ɑvəɡiː           phir        tʃhor nɑ      pakaɖa ɡiː/ 

 

Police        come-Cond    then       thief           catch-FutPrs 

 

„If the police comes then the thief will be caught.‟ 

 

 

/dʊa                kʰɑvo ɡi           bɑl hoɡi/ 

 

Medicine          eat-Cond          cure-FutPrs 

 

„if you take the medicine (then) the disease will be cured.‟ 

 

/me:nət        dʒo:      kərjə:                 kə:mijə:b hodʒɑtɨ/ 
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Work           if          do-Prs3Sg          succeed-FutPrs 

 

„if he works hard he will succeed.‟ 

 

 

/ɡʰəɖiː          de bəle    ɑje                   te        mɛ        pəkəɖ lj ːɡiː/ 

 

Train          late        come-Cond   then   1Sg    catch-FutPrs 

 

„if the train is late we may catch it.‟ 

 

 

/mɛ  bəlrijə      to           mɛ           kəl                  ɑvuɡi/ 

 

1Sg  well       then    1Sg        tomorrow     come-FutPrs 

 

„If i am well i will comɛ tomorrow.‟ 

 

 

/dʒe       mɛ       ʊtrijɑ     to      mɛ       tʰəriː            məddət kərun ɡɑ/ 

 

if         1Sg    there    then   1Sg   2Sg-Gen    help-FutPrs 

 

„If i am there, you will have (somɛ) support.‟ 

 

/təmne       mɛne          miʈʰɑ        d ːɡɑ               mɛne     roɳɑ/ 

 

2Sg         1Sg-Dat    sweet       give-Cond    1Sg       cry-FutPrs 

„If you don't give me the sweets, i will cry.‟ 
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/ɡoɽɑve         p kʰ           hove                to          vo uɖ   dʒe/ 

 

Horse-Pl     wing-Pl      have-Pst      then      3Pl fly-Pstprf 

 

„If horses had wings they would have flown.‟ 

 

   

/vo            əvəɡɑ               ti           mɛ         dʒɑvuɡiː/ 

 

3Sg            come-Cond       then       1Sg         go-PrsFut 

 

„I shall go if he comes.‟ 

 

3.3.4.8. Adverb Clause of Time 

These clauses say when something happens by referring to a period or point of time, 

or to another event. 

Examples: 

 

/ʃɑd           vo     meri           tiː  pele        tʃɑle hojiː ho/ 

 

Aux-Pst      3Sg   1Sg           before           go-Pst.prf have 

 

„He might have gone before i reached them.‟ 

 

/mɛ           dʒɑvuɡiː               vo ɑveɡɑ/ 

 

1Sg           go-Fut1Sg-Mas     3Sg  come-Prs 

„I shall go after he comes.‟ 

 

/une         pehle      kɑm     kijo                mɑrɑte/ː 
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3Sg          before    work      do-Pst3Sg      do-Pst1Sg 

 

„He did the work before you did.‟ 

 

3.3.4.9. Adverb Clause of Comparison 

It states comparison of a skill, size or amount, etc. 

Examples 

 

/bɑl             pʰɑ ːk             ɡiː         dʒi toɖi            pʰɑnkɛ/ 

 

Ball          throw-Pst     ?         as far as        throw-Pst3SgMas 

 

„He threw the ball as far away as he could.‟ 

 

 

/ je            dərjɑvo         pəɳiː      dʒuɖo    hɛ     təlɑb kɑ        pəɳi        sɑf hoɡɑ/ 

 

Prox-Sg      river-Gen      water       than     is     lake-Gen        water       clean 

 

„River water is cleaner than lake water.‟ 

 

 

/ merɑ        kəpɨɖɑ  ʊsdɑ          kəpɖɑ            nɑɭ         sɑf            hɛ dʒiː/ 

 

1Sg-Gen     uniform 3Sg-Gen    uniform          than        white        be-Prs 

 

„My uniform is whiter than his uniform.‟ 

 

 

3.3.4.10. Adverb Clause of Reason/Cause 
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It indicates the reason for something. 

Examples: 

 

         /ʈʰənɖ      tʊb hi   vədʒɑ       mero to       likʰo           no dʒərɑ/ 

 

          Cold        ?         ?             because        1Sg-          write-Prs        Neg do-Pst.prf 

 

          Because of cold, writing cannot be done by me 

 

3.4. Structure of Phrases 

         A  phrase  is  a  syntactic  structure  that  consists  of  more  than  one word but      

lacks the complete subject-predicate organization  of a clause. There are five major types of 

phrases in Gojapuri: 

 

 (a) Noun phrase, 

 (b) Adjective phrase,  

 (c)Adverb phrase,  

 (d) Postpositional phrase  

 (e)Verb phrase. 

 

 The structure of these phrases is described below. The phrasal sub-division in Gojapuri is 

as follows: 

 

3.4.1. Noun Phrase 

A noun phrase is a word or group of words containing a noun which is functioning as 

subject, object, or prepositional object in a sentence. The possible combinations in a noun 

phrase are: 

1) a determiner and a noun or an adjective, 

2)  a noun or an intensifier,  

3) adjective and a noun. 

Examples 
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soɳɑ 

Good 

„The good boy‟ 

 

dʒɑɡət 

boy 

 

 

tʃəlɑk 

Clever 

„The clever girl‟ 

 

kuɖiː 

girl 

 

 

soni 

Good 

„This good story‟ 

 

hɛ je   kəhɑɳiː 

story 

 

 

/uski 

3Sg-Gen 

“Her eyes” 

ɑkʰ 

eyes 

 

merɑ 

1Sg-Gen 

“My child”      

dʒɑɡ te 

child    

 

us kɑ 

3PL-Gen 

“Their son”          

dʒɑɡ te 

son                    

 

merɑ 

1PL-Gen 

“Our   hands” 

hɑt 

hands 

 

 

  3.4.2.  Verb Phrase 
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A verb phrase is the portion of a sentence that contains both the verb and either a direct or 

indirect object. 

 

Examples: 

 

/isne 

1SG 

pərindɑ 

bird 

ɖeʈʰo tʰo/ 

see-PST  

 „It saw the bird.ʼ 

 

/mɛ 

 1Sg 

 

itɑ 

here 

 

ɑv ː ɡiː/ 

come-PRS          

„i come here‟ 

 

/ʊt 

Rem-Sg 

 

sɑrɑ 

all 

 

dʒe/ 

go-PRS 

„All go there‟ 

 

/batʃɑ 

child-PL 

itɑ 

Prox-Sg 

ɑ ːve/ 

come-PRS   

„The children come here‟ 

 

3.4.3. Postpositional Phrases 

A postpositional phrase consists of a noun phrase followed by a postposition. Postpositions 

can be divided into three types: postpositions that require a dative case on their noun phrase, 

postpositions that require an ablative case and those that require no case. Postpositional 

phrases usually function as adverbs. 
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The bold parts are the postpositions in Gojapuri 

Examples  

 

 

/kʊto 

 

Dog 

 

 

mere 

 

me 

 

 

piːtʃʰe 

 

behind 

 

 

doɖɑ 

 

come-Prs 

 

 

kəre 

 

? 

 

 

dʒiː/ 

 

? 

„The dog came behind me‟ 

 

/biːdi piːni 

 

Smoking 

 

 

sijɑt 

 

health 

 

 

wɑste 

 

to 

 

 

hɑniː kɑrək 

 

dangerous 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 

 

„Smoking is dangerous to health‟  

 

/ɑsmɑɳ 

 

Sky 

 

 

mɛ 

 

in 

 

 

kinniː 

 

what 

 

 

soɳiː 

 

beautiful-Adj 

 

 

piːŋ 

 

rainbow Prs 

 

 

hɛ 

 

be- 

 

 

 

dʒi/ 

 

? 

 

„What a beautiful rainbow in the sky‟ 

 

/mɛ 

1.SG 

 

buʈo 

tree 

 

pero 

beside 

 

teɑ/ 

be-PRS 

„i am beside the tree‟ 

 

/bʊn 

 

Down 

 

beʈʰ dʒɑo 

 

sit-Prs 

 

ʈebəl 

 

table 

 

pər/ 

 

on 

„Stand on the table‟ 
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/je 

 

3SG 

 

 

mero 

 

1SG. 

 

 

ɳɑl 

 

with 

 

 

ɑjɑtho dʒiː/ 

 

come-PST 

 

 „He came along with me‟      

 

3.4.4. Adjectival Phrase 

An adjectival phrase is a group of words that describe a noun or pronoun in a sentence. The 

adjectival phrase can be placed before, or after the noun or pronoun in the sentence. 

Examples   

/soɳɑ                        dʒɑɡət/ 

good                         boy 

 „The good boy‟ 

 

/tʃəlɑk                        kʊɖiː hɛ/ 

Clever                        girl 

„The clever girl‟ 

 

3.4.5. Adverbial Phrase 

An adverbial is a group of two or more words operating adverbially. Their syntactic 

function is to modify a verb, an adjective, or an adverb. An adverbial phrase has an adverb 

that complements the verb. 

 

Examples  

/ɑstə  te               bolo/  

Slowly-Adv       talk     

„speak slowly‟ 

 

/dekʰ ke        sʊno      likʰo/ 

    see           neat       write-PRS 

„Write the words neatly‟ 
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/dʒor       se       nə         bolo/ 

loud       with    Neg        speak-PRS 

„Do not speak loudly‟ 

 

3.5. Semantic Sentences 

3.5.1. Declarative Sentences 

 A declarative sentence states a fact declares something. in a declarative 

sentence, the subject normally precedes the verb. A declarative sentence ends 

with period. Declarative sentences can be classified as: 

  Examples of declarative sentences are as following 

 

  /ɑk 

 

  Det 

 

 

ɡʰɑr 

 

house 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 

 

  „This is a house‟ 

 

 

/je 

 

Prox-Pl 

 

 

 

lok 

 

people 

 

 

 

lemɑ 

 

tall-Adj 

 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 

 

„These men are tall‟ 

 

 

/vo 

 

Rem-Sg 

 

 

 

ɑdmiː 

 

man 

 

 

 

moʈo 

 

fat-adj 

 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs       

 

„That man is fat‟ 

 

 

/vo 

   

Rem-PL 

 

 

 

lok 

 

people 

 

 

bɑdʊr 

 

strong-Adj 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 
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„Those men are strong‟ 

 

/vo 

 

kuɖiː 

 

doriː 

 

hɛ/ 

 

„That girl is deaf‟ 

 

 

 

/vo 

 

Rem-PL 

 

 

 

 

kuɖiː 

 

girl-Pl 

 

 

 

 

soɖiː 

 

beautiful 

 

 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 

 

„Those girls are beautiful‟  

 

 

 

/pɑn 

 

1-Sg 

 

 

 

kitɑb 

 

book 

 

 

 

soɖiː lɑɡtiː 

 

like-Prs 

 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Aux 

 

„i like these five books‟ 

 

 

 

/mɛriː 

 

1-Sg-Gen 

 

 

 

 

bijɑn 

  

sisters 

 

 

 

 

ite 

 

here 

 

 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 

 

„My sisters are here‟ 

/us ko 

 

3Sg-Gen 

 

bɑtʃo 

 

children 

  

dʒuvɑn 

 

young-Adj 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 

 

„His children are young‟ 
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/vo 

 

Rem-Sg 

 

 

 

ɡoɽo 

 

horse 

 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 

 

„That is a horse‟ 

 

Rem-Sg      girl        deaf-Adj        be-Prs 

 

 

 

/mɛ 

 

1-Sg 

    

 

 

 

ʊt 

 

Rem-Sg 

 

 

 

 

dʒɑjɑ 

 

go-Prs 

 

 

 

 

kəru/ 

 

? 

 

„i go there‟ 

 

 

 

/vo 

 

3-Sg 

 

 

 

bəzɑr 

 

market 

 

 

 

dʒe/ 

 

go-Prs 

 

„She goes to the market‟ 

 

 

 

/jɑ 

  

Prox-Sg 

 

 

 

 

sirɡe 

 

head 

 

 

 

 

pəɖte 

 

? 

 

 

 

 

upər 

 

over 

 

 

 

 

ude/ 

 

fly-Prs     

 

„it flies over the head‟ 

 

 

/vo 

 

3-Sg 

 

 

 

mɛrɑpɑs 

 

to me 

 

 

ɑjɑ 

 

come-Prs 

 

 

kəre/ 

 

? 
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„He comes to me‟ 

 

 

 

 

/sukul 

 

School 

 

 

 

 

 

ɑjɑ 

  

come-Prs 

 

 

 

 

 

kəre/ 

 

? 

 

„They come to school‟ 

 

 

 

/həm 

 

1-PL 

 

 

 

 

ʊt 

 

there 

 

 

 

 

dʒɑjɑ 

 

go-Prs 

 

 

 

 

kəre/ 

 

? 

 

„We go there‟ 

 

 

/bətʃɑ                   itɑ                                      ɑ ːve/ 

 

Children               here                                  come-Prs 

 

„The children come here‟ 

 

 

/dʒɑl 

 

Child 

 

 

bʊn 

 

down 

 

 

p ːje/ 

 

fall-Prs 

 

„The child falls down‟ 

 

 

/vo 

 

Rem-Sg 

 

 

mɛrɑ 

     

1-Sg-Gen 

 

 

dʒise 

 

like 

 

 

ləbe/ 

 

look-Prs 
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„He looks like me‟ 

 

 

/ve 

 

3-Sg 

 

 

 

 itɑ 

 

here 

 

 

 

  ɑ ːve/ 

 

come-Prs 

 

„He comes here‟ 

 

 

/sɑp 

  

Snake 

 

 

 

ʊt 

 

there 

 

 

 

  dʒɑjɑ 

 

go-Prs 

 

 

 

  kəre/ 

 

? 

 

„Snake goes there‟ 

 

  Pro-ind 

 

 

Prox-Sg 

 

 

work 

 

 

 do-Prs 

 

 

? 

 

„Nobody can do this work‟ 

 

Declarative sentences may be positive (affirmative) or negative. 

 

 3.5.2 Affirmative Sentences 

 

 Sentences favouring or supporting a proposition or motion with a positive sense 

are called affirmative sentences. 

 

The examples of affirmative/positive sentences are : 

 

/je 

    

Prox-Pl 

 

lok 

 

people 

lemɑ 

 

tall-Adj 

 

hɛ/be-Prs 

 

„These men are tall‟ 
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/vo 

 

ɑdmiː 

 

moʈo 

 

hɛ/ 

 

Rem-Sg 

 

 

man 

 

 

 

fat-adj 

 

 

be-Prs 

 

„That man is fat‟ 

 

 

/vo 

 

Rem-PL 

 

 

 

kuɖiː 

 

girl-Pl 

 

 

 

soɖiː 

 

beautiful 

 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 

 

„Those girls are beautiful‟ 

 

 

/ɡɑ ː 

 

Cow 

 

 

dɔːd 

 

milk 

 

 

de 

 

give-Prs 

 

 

he/ 

 

Aux 

 

„The cows give milk‟ 

 

 

/teriːmɑrnə 

  

Swimming 

   

 

 

siːhət 

 

health 

 

 

 

kelije 

 

for 

 

 

 

tiːk 

 

good-Adj 

 

 

 

hɛ/ 

 

be-Prs 

 

„Swimmimg  is good for health‟ 

 

3.5.2. Negative Sentence 

 

Sentences which give a negative meaning are called negative sentences 

The examples of negative sentences are : 

 

/je                                kʰɑɳe kiː                  he                      hi                niː/ 

 

Rem-Sg                      edible                       be-Prs                ?                 Neg 
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„This is not edible‟ 

 

/ʊs ne                             kɑm                           niː                    tʰɑ               kije/ 

 

3-Sg                               work                          Neg                 Aux           do-Pst 

 

„He did not do the work‟ 

 

 

/tɑm                                 loɡ                             pəɖtɑiː                  niː/ 

   

2-Pl                                 people                         read-Prs-Con       Neg 

 

„You are not reading‟ 

 

 

/vo                                   kuɖiː                           doriː                      hɛ/ 

 

Rem-Sg                           girl                             deaf-Adj                 be-Prs 

 

„That girl is deaf‟ 

 

 

/biːdi piːni                        sijɑt  wɑste                hɑniː kɑrək            hɛ/ 

 

Smoking                           health    to                dangerous              be-Prs 

 

„Smoking is dangerous to health‟ 

 

 

/kojiː nəhi                          jo                              kɑm                  kərsəkto   dʒiː/ 

 

/dʒor se                             na                              bolo/ 

 

Loudly-Adv                     Neg                            Speak-Prs 

 

„Do not speak loudly‟ 

 

3.5.3. Interrogative Sentences: 

 Interrogative sentences are form of questions rather than a statement or 

command it is used in asking questions or making queries.  
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Examples: 

/terɑ                                  nɑv                               kijo                   dʒiː/ 

 

2-Sg-Gen                          name                             what                  ? 

 

„What is your name?‟ 

 

 

/təm                                   kisɑ                               hɛ                     dʒiː/ 

 

2-Sg                                   how                               be-Prs                ? 

 

„How are you?‟    

 

 

/kis                                     vəɖɑ                               ʊʈʰe                    təm/ 

 

When                                 ?                                      get-Prs              2-Sg 

   

„When do you get up?‟ 

 

 

/vo                                       kiskɑ                               koɖvo               hɛ/ 

 

Rem-Sg                               whose                              horse                 be-Prs 

 

„Whose horse is that?‟ 

 

 

/təm                                        kəb                       ɖerɑ            dʒɑj ːɡɑ        dʒiː/ 

 

2-Sg                                       when                     home          go-PrsCont     ? 

 

„When are you going home?‟ 

 

3.5.5. Exclamatory Sentences : 

Sentences which express some strong feelings or emotions such as joy, sorrow, 

regret, surprise, wonder etc. are called exclamatory sentences. 

Examples: 

 

/təm                                       kitnə                ləmɑ               hoɡəjɑv ː       dʒiː/ 

 

2-Sg                                       how                  tall                 grow-PrsPrfct    ? 
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„How tall  you have grown‟ 

 

 

/ɑsmɑɳ   mɛ   kinniː       soɳiː               piːŋ               hɛ     dʒi/ 

 

Sky           in     what   beautiful-Adj     rainbow       be-Prs    ? 

 

„What a beautiful rainbow in the sky‟ 

 

 

/kijɑ       soɖo                  mɑndir            hɛ/ 

 

What     beautiful-Adj        temple           be-Prs 

 

„What a beautiful temple it is‟  

 

 

/kijɑ          soɖiː                       kuɖiː         hɛ/ 

 

What      beautiful-Adj             girl            be-Prs 

 

„What a beautiful ɡirl‟ 

 

 

3.5.6. Imperative Sentences 

 

Imperative sentences are those sentences that are used in issuing requests, 

orders, commands, advice, proposals or suggestions. it indicates that the speaker 

desires for the action expressed in the sentence to take place. 

 

Examples 

 

 

/meriː              kuɖiː ne      bʊlɑv/ 

 

1-Sg-Gen        girl             call-Prs 

 

„Call my daughter‟ 

 

 

/kʰɑ ni        pʊno                dʒiː/ 

 

Grass        remove-Prs        ? 

 

„Remove the grass‟ 
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/tʃər bədʒe te    bɑd         əije/ 

 

  4O‟cock         after        come-Prs 

 

„Come after 4 O'clock‟ 

 

 

/bətʃə           mə           bec dʒəo/ 

 

Boy-Pl        among        sit-Prs 

 

„Take your seat amongst the boys‟ 

 

/kʊtʃ         pəniː           le əo/ 

 

„Some      water          bring-Prs 

 

„Bring some water‟ 

 

 

/məhərbɑniː                kəro   ni          bun         bɑso/ 

 

     Please                   down             sit 

 

„Sit down‟ 

 

/dʒor se                       nə                 bolo/ 

 

Loudly-Adv                 Neg                speak-Prs 

 

„Do not speak loudly‟ 

 

 

/pəɖo                           jə                   kɨtɑb/ 

 

Read-Prs                     Prox-Sg            book 

 

„Read this book‟ 

 

 

/kɨtɑb                          ʊdʰər                  leɑo/ 

 

Book                           Rem-Sg              Bring-Prs 
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„Bring the book back‟ 

 

 

/ɖerə          dʒɑo/ 

 

Home        go-Prs 

 

„Go home‟ 

 

 

/bʊn           beʈʰ dʒɑo       ʈebəl       pər/ 

 

Down         sit-Prs             table       on 

 

„Stand on the table‟ 

 

 

/ɑstə te                        bolo/ 

 

Slowly-Adv                speak-Prs 

 

'Speak slowly‟ 

 

 

/dekʰ ke                      sʊno                     likʰo/ 

 

      ?                           neatly-Adv           write 

 

„Write the words neatly‟ 
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